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NEWSLAEINDNG CASE MMIII 


Trial Begins for Gruesome 


Diamond Heights Death 


By Nuala Sawyer 


It was Underwear Night at 440 
Castro when James Rickleffs and Steven 
“Eriq’ Escalon met. The popular weekly 
event has been happening at the bar — 
located across the street from the Castro 
Theatre — for more than a decade as 
men from around the city gather to have 
a few drinks. 

But on June 11, 2012, a chance 
encounter ended in tragedy. Escalon 
was found dead the following day, and 
Rickleffs was arrested and charged 
with first-degree murder, first-degree 
robbery, and two counts of burglary. 
This week, the trial finally began. 

It’s not a cut-and-dry case, by a 
long shot. There are inconsistencies 
everywhere and several interpreta- 
tions of a motive, and any witness 
who takes the stand will be trying 
to remember details from a 36-hour 
window that occurred six-and-a-half 
years ago. 

But during opening statements 
Monday, details emerged of what 
may have happened the night of June 
11 and the following day, painting a 
picture of a casual pick-up gone very 
wrong. 

Escalon was working as a master 
hairdresser at Metamorphosis Salon 
in the Mission when he met Rickleffs 
at the bar. He invited Rickleffs back 
to his place in Diamond Heights, 
promising him $100 in exchange for 
a photoshoot. Rickleffs agreed, so Es- 
calon drew the money out of an ATM, 
and they hopped in a cab — the latter 
two details confirmed by surveillance 
video and the cabbie’s statement. 

But once arriving at the house, 
details of the pair’s behavior become 
hazy. Escalon’s roommate, Ryan 
Hohn, told police he heard voices 
coming from his room that night but 
didn’t think much of it. When he left 
for work at 8 a.m. the next morning, 
he heard snoring coming from Es- 
calon’s room, and the light was still 
on. But when he returned at 6 p.m., 
the house had been ransacked and 
the TV stolen. He opened Escalon’s 
bedroom door and found him under a 
sheet, his arms bound behind his back 
with zip ties, a rag tied tightly around 
his mouth, and duct tape wrapped 
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The death of Erig Escalon 
has finally reached the 
courts, six-and-a-half 
years after his body was 
found bound and gagged. 





around his legs, arms, and torso. His 
body was still warm to the touch, 
and Hohn frantically called 911. The 
responding officer attempted to ad- 
minister CPR, but couldn’t remove 
the tightly cinched fabric from around 
Escalon’s mouth. When paramedics 
arrived, they found he had no pulse, 
and declared him dead at the scene. 
Rickleffs was arrested a day later 
as he tried to gain access to a building 
across town. When police apprehend- 
ed him, they found a silver suitcase 
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Farewell Funeral Services 





containing Escalon’s checkbook and 
computer, Hohn’s debit card, a leather 
harness, several sex toys, and a little 
burglary kit — including zip ties. 

Assistant District Attorney Julia 
Cervantes says that Rickleffs, “went 
beyond consent,” and had “a complete 
and total disregard for Eriq’s life. He 
did this for his own gain; this isn’t 
BDSM.” 

She describes him as a determined 
robber who did what he wanted re- 
gardless of who was hurt. 


In contrast, Public De- 
fender Niki Solis claims that 
“this is not a case of mur- 
der.” According to the initial 
medical examiner’s report, 
Escalon is said to have died 
with GHB and amy] nitrate 
(commonly known as pop- 
pers) in his system. A receipt 
proved Escalon had bought 
the latter, and in Rickleff’s 
interview with police he said 
he'd been using the drug 
while they were together. On 
their own, poppers are not 
dangerous, and GHB is most 
harmful in combination with 
alcohol, but Escalon died with 
fabric soaked in amy] nitrate 
in his mouth. The combina- 
tion of drugs plus asphyxia 
appears to have caused his 
death. 

Still, Solis claims that the 
death, though tragic, was 
accidental. When Escalon 
and Rickleffs reached the 
house that night, she says 
they spent the night and much of the 
following day taking photos, drinking 
cotton candy-flavored vodka, and try- 
ing on Hohn’s wigs. A slim piece of evi- 
dence — a Facebook post on a friend’s 
wall made around noon on June 12 
— indicated that Escalon was still alive 
the next day. But sometime afterward, 
Escalon may have asked Rickleffs to 
tie him up, something Solis claims he 
knew “little to nothing about,” poten- 
tially explaining the too-tight zip ties 
and generous use of duct tape. 

“It went horribly, horribly wrong, 
but it’s not murder,” Solis says, before 
continuing her version of events. At 
one point Rickleffs took a shower, only 
to emerge and find Escalon passed out. 
According to Solis, he panicked. 

“The last thing he wanted was for 
people to know he was there, and why 
he was there. It’s not just embarrass- 
ment, it goes deeper than that,” Solis 
says, hinting at more details to come. 
If this is indeed the case, it could ex- 
plain why Rickleffs was later found in 
possession of Escalon’s laptop and its 
incriminating photoshoot. 

Although more than six years have 
passed since that unfortunate summer, 





SFPD 


the pain of the incident is still present 
for those involved. Escalon’s mother 
Esmeralda sobbed into a tissue as Cer- 
vantes showed the jury large, projected 
photos of her son’s body at the scene 
of the crime. 

And Rickleffs, too, appeared to 
become emotional during his lawyer’s 
statements. When Solis reached the 
part of the tale that described him 
leaving the shower to discover Escalon 
passed out in his bed, he wiped tears 
from his face as another lawyer rubbed 
his back. 

After opening statements conclud- 
ed, the Escalon family was shepherded 
out of court by a victim advocate. 

“He’s not who they say he is,” Es- 
meralda Escalon told SF Weekly tear- 
fully, remembering her son. “He wasn’t 
perfect, but he’s not who they’re mak- 
ing him look like. He had a beautiful 
soul. 

“Tm just glad it’s started,” she add- 
ed. “After six-and-a-half years, we’re 
going to get justice for Eriq.” 


Nuala Sawyer is SF Weekly’s news editor. 


nsawyer@sfweekly.com | ® @TheBestNuala 


Exceeding expectations in fertility care: 


WELCOME TO RMA 


OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


When Scott Morin and his longtime friend and colleague 
Jonathan Kort decided to open a new fertility clinic in San 
Francisco, they were driven by one thing: giving patients 
in the Bay Area access to world-class fertility care. 


And that meant doing things differently. Dr. Morin and Dr. Kort 
— both fellowship-trained reproductive endocrinologists and 
Californians — would treat patients like people. They would 
be accessible and remove any communication barriers 
between patients and their doctor. They would make 
every clinical decision based on evidence, science and 
safety. And they would give everyone who walked through 
the door — whether for egg freezing, Intrauterine 
Insemination (IUI) or In Vitro Fertilization (IVF) — the best 
possible chance of success. 


Guided by that unwavering clinical philosophy, the 
physicians opened Reproductive Medicine Associates of 
Northern California (RMANorCal) earlier this fall. Located 
in the heart of downtown San Francisco, the clinic is 
determined to infuse new life into the field of reproductive 
endocrinology. 


“At the end of the day, we share the same goals as our 
patients, and we take their care personally,” Dr. Morin, 
who grew up in the San Joaquin Valley, said. “Our patients 
have gone through a lot before they even step through the 
door, so once they are here, its our job to be 
understanding of their journey. We try to combine this 
attentiveness with the power of our international 
research network and world-class IVF lab to give them 
what they came for.” 


“And we treat every single patient with that level of 
dedication and respect. Every time.” 


The clinic offers the full range of fertility care: egg freezing 
for women not ready to start their families, |UI for couples 
that need a little bit of help, IVF for couples who need an 
extra push, and donor services — including eggs, sperm 
and embryos — for same sex couples, and trans or single 
people. 


“We want to empower people to take charge of their 
fertility,” said Dr. Kort, “and we want them to know that 
even with the most challenging infertility cases, we are 
hopeful because we are grounded In science.” 


Today, patients coming to RMA of Northern California in 
downtown San Francisco — or their satellite office in Palo Alto — 
are not only given the best chance at success to have children 
now or later, but they are treated with respect and dignity. 


a 


Staff remember not just faces, but names. Drs. Kort and 
Morin — not technicians — perform all cycle monitoring 
procedures, and when it comes time for egg retrieval or 
embryo transfer, patients’ favorite songs will play to 
lighten the mood and put them at ease. Any last minute 
questions for the doctor are not left until the next visit, 
either. Instead, the office is leveraging technology to 
improve communication between patients and providers 
via a HIPAA-compliant SMS platform. Above all, the 
doctors, nurses, and entire staff at RMA of Northern 
California are working to make fertility treatment more 
transparent so patients feel empowered, informed, and 
confident they're in the right place. 








“We want to empower people to take charge 
of their fertility,” said Dr. Kort, “and we want 
them to know that even with the most 
challenging infertility cases, we are hopeful 
because we are grounded in science.” 





“We are honored to do whatever we can to help our 
patients achieve their dreams,’ Dr. Morin said. 


Learn more about Reproductive Medicine Associates of 
Northern California by visiting www.RMANorCal.com 
or calling 415-603-6999. 


Wondering when to see an infertility doctor? 


e If you're younger than 35 years old and have been 
trying for one year 


e If you're 35 or older and have been trying for six months 


e If you have irregular, painful periods or a loss of 
periods altogether 


e If you have endometriosis or PCOS 
e If you have an autoimmune disorder 


e lf you are worried about passing a genetic disorder to 


your child 


e If you are prone to early pregnancy loss or 
miscarriage 


e If you are in a gay relationship 


e lf you are considering fertility preservation, either 
for elective purposes or due to a medical condition 
like cancer 


Learn more about Reproductive Medicine 
Associates of Northern California by visiting 
www.RMANorCal.com or calling 415-603-6999. 
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Peskin Battles 
Big Brother-Style 





Government Surveillance 


The ‘Stop Secret Surveillance’ ordinance seeks to preserve San Franciscans’ civil rights and 
prevent our government from becoming an omnipresent, 1984-style force. 





By Nuala Sawyer 


Supervisor Aaron Peskin’s office 
has become well-known for its commitment to 
preserving privacy, in spite of (or perhaps be- 
cause of) the prevalence of technology compa- 
nies a stone’s throw away — several of which 
have crossed the line between preserving peo- 
ple’s information and leaking it. Last Novem- 
ber, San Francisco voters passed Proposition B, 
a measure Peskin put on the ballot to affirm 
one’s right to know how their personal infor- 
mation was being used, and to opt out of that 
usage if desired. 

Now, his office has dedicated itself to two 
new privacy-related tasks: shining a light on 
what types of surveillance city governments 
employ and why, and placing a ban on the 
use of face-recognition software. 

The legislation, introduced in Tuesday’s 
Board of Supervisors’ meeting, would require 
city agencies to submit to the board a yet-to- 
be-drafted Surveillance Technology Policy 
ordinance and a Surveillance Impact Report 
before they can purchase or borrow new sur- 
veillance technology. Before such technology 
can be installed, its location and use must be 


disclosed. In addition, it would ban the use of 
controversial facial-recognition technology 
by city agencies. 

“It is essential to have an informed public 
debate as early as possible about decisions 
related to surveillance technology,” the legis- 
lation reads. “While surveillance technology 
may threaten the privacy of us all, surveil- 
lance efforts have historically been used to 
intimidate and oppress certain communities 
and groups more than others, including those 
that are defined by a common race, ethnicity, 
religion, national origin, income level, sexual 
orientation, or political perspective.” 

The latter is particularly important. 

A number of research studies show that 
face-recognition software is not yet devel- 
oped enough to accurately differentiate be- 
tween people of color or women, posing the 
potentially serious risk of misidentification. 

While the legislation incorporates all 
city agencies, it’s a no-brainer that the 
San Francisco Police Department would 
be most affected by such a policy. If given 
free rein, SFPD could in theory use facial- 
recognition software to track down missing 
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children, automatically identify suspects, or 
screen for known offenders. It could even 
be used in combination with officers’ body 
cameras, providing walking face-recognition 
capabilities. 

While sweeping, the Stop Secret Surveil- 
lance ordinance and its ban on face recogni- 
tion were not created in a bubble. Last year, 
the state Senate passed Senate Bill 1186, 
which as of July 1, requires police to submit a 
Surveillance Use Policy disclosing their tech- 
nology and types of information collected at 
a public meeting each year. 

And the issue has been raised by other 
local agencies. Former BART Board Direc- 
tor Nick Josefowitz proposed installing 
facial-recognition software in the transit 
agency’s camera systems, before that plan 
was shot down. 

The legislation will land in the Rules 
Committee for an initial vote in the coming 
weeks. 


Nuala Sawyer is SF Weekly’s news editor. 


nsawyer@sfweekly.com | @ @TheBestNuala 


PG&E Union Seeks 
Protection from 
Wildfire Liability 


As PG&E bankruptcy moves ahead, union 
representatives oppose severe structural 
changes to the utility. 


By Ida Mojadad 


Since rumors of PG&E declaring bankruptcy 
arose in the wake of California’s wildfire liabilities, a few alter- 
natives to the utility have been considered. 

The California Public Utilities Commission, which has 
faced criticism for not regulating PG&E as strictly as it 
should, proposed drastic changes. In a December memo, it 
considered several scenarios, including replacing the com- 
pany’s investor-owned board, breaking it up into regional 
subsidiaries, or even turning it into a publicly owned entity. 

Weeks later, U.S. District Judge William Alsup, who 
oversees the company’s probation for the deadly 2010 San 
Bruno pipeline explosion, ordered a costly inspection of 
the entire grid — some 100,000 miles — before fire season 
officially begins in June. 

San Francisco’s elected officials have also weighed in. 
Following Supervisor Aaron Peskin’s call for the city to 
purchase PG&E’s equipment, Supervisor Hillary Ronen in- 
troduced legislation Tuesday to establish a Green New Deal 
Fund that would create a public utility independent of the 
monopoly. 

But the union representing 12,000 PG&E employees, the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) 
Local 1245, says these options are the wrong way to go. 

“We support public power, but just because you're a pub- 
licly owned utility, that does not insulate you from making 
mistakes,” Tom Dalzell, the local union’s business manager, 
tells SF Weekly. 

In a statement sent Tuesday following PG&E’s formal 
filing for Chapter 11 protection, Dalzell took staunch op- 
position to “any sale, break-up, municipalization, or change 
of ownership.” Doing so, he argued, would negatively affect 
the safety and stability of delivering gas and electricity in 
Northern California. 

PG&E formally filed for bankruptcy — as it did in 2001 
— just after midnight on Tuesday, estimating about $50 
billion in liabilities and $71 billion in assets. In an emer- 
gency meeting hours earlier, the CPUC gave the utility the 
go-ahead to seek up to $10 billion in loans. 

Public commenters challenged the approval. A number 
of them have protested multiple CPUC meetings to demand 
PG&E face financial responsibility, while simultaneously 
calling for an end to the investor-owned utility. 

They face some tough challenges. In August, the Califor- 
nia Legislature overwhelmingly approved Senate Bill 901, 
allowing the utility to pass on the cost of wildfire-related 
lawsuits to ratepayers. (Earlier this month, Cal Fire deter- 
mined that the Tubbs Fire was sparked by private equip- 
ment not owned by PG&E, spiking its stock value.) 

Dalzell says the company’s financial woes are clearly 
owed to unfair lawsuits from recent wildfires, which have 
become increasingly deadly and destructive. But thousands 
of employees are ultimately concerned about maintaining 
their collectively bargained work rights and that PG&E will 
sell off its gas service to get through the bankruptcy. 

“There absolutely has to be liability reform for PG&E to 
emerge, says Dalzell, adding that employees “go to work 
every day and do the best they can. This is a distraction, and 
we ll get through it.” 
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Get Ready to 
Sip on CBD 


The science behind why CBD 
beverages are here to stay. 


Care for a tall glass of CBD? 
While the notion of drinking a cannabi- 
noid may sound unconventional, compa- 
nies like Coca-Cola are betting big that 
beverages infused with cannabidiol are 
the future. 

Last fall, Forbes linked Coca-Cola to 
Canada’s Aurora Cannabis. The soda 
giant refuted suggestions about a 
move into cannabis, but many people 
still suspect it’s only a matter of time. 
Meanwhile AB InBev — the Belgian 
brewing giant best known as the pur- 
veyors of Budweiser — partnered with 
Tilray (another Canadian company) 
in December to develop non-alcoholic 
drinks featuring THC and CBD. 

What is the reason for this CBD 
gold rush unfolding domestically and 
abroad? 

First and foremost, CBD has numer- 
ous medicinal benefits. New efficacy 
research is being published constantly, 
with findings linking CBD to a reduced 
risk for diabetes, cancer, and a range 
of other illnesses and ailments. Some 
controversy does persist regarding the 








merits of CBD isolate when compared 
with its full-spectrum counterpart, but 
proponents for the latter argue in favor 
of an “entourage effect,” whereby the 
presence of other cannabinoids accen- 
tuate CBD’s properties. 

For Ben Larson, CEO of San Francis- 
co’s Nanogen Labs, the jury is still out. 

“It’s all anecdotal at this point,” he 
says. “There’s not a lot of science saying 
this combination of cannabinoids or 
terpenes creates a better result than 
something else. What we have found 
is that the vehicle by which it is con- 
sumed does matter.” 

By “vehicle,” Larson is referring to 
the method of consumption. Compared 
to smoking, vaporizing, or ingesting 
it, the most rapid and efficient deliv- 
ery system is, in fact, water-soluble 
CBD. At Larson’s lab, the focus is on 
nanoemulsion — a process that breaks 
CBD down into micro-sized clusters. 

“With nanoemulsion,” Larson 
explains, “we are able to reduce the 
droplet size of the encapsulated oil so 
that it is better absorbed by the body. 

It can pass through the membranes of 
the body instead of going all the way 
through your digestive tract and get- 
ting filtered out by the liver.” 

It turns out that last part makes a 
monumental difference. 

When consumed sublingually — 
that is, under the tongue — liquid CBD 


oil must be digested and screened by 
the liver before it hits the bloodstream. 
According to a 2007 report released by 
the National Institute on Drug Abuse, 
that can mean up to 96 percent of CBD 
is flushed out of us before it even has 

a chance to take effect. Water-soluble 
CBD solves that problem. When you 
combine this innovation with CBD’s 
mainstream appeal as a non-psychoac- 
tive alternative to THC, it’s easy to see 
why it could soon become the star in- 
gredient for a new generation of health 
drinks. 

According to Larson, beverage com- 
panies are “always trying to stay on 
the bleeding edge” of what consumers 
want. Pay a visit to the nearest corner 
store and you'll see this theory in ac- 
tion. There, a thousand brands of soda 
rub plastic with a new legion of energy 
drinks and kombucha teas. If CBD-in- 
fused drinks represent the next big 
thing in commodified thirst quenching, 
there’s always more room on the shelf. 

In talking about CBD, it’s important 
to remember that this cannabinoid 
can be extracted from both species of 
cannabis: hemp and marijuana. While 
marijuana remains criminalized at the 
federal level, the passage of the 2019 
Farm Bill in Congress last December 
means hemp is now legal across the 
country. That’s good news for any com- 
pany eager to dive headfirst into the 


CBD waters, but not necessarily a win 
for consumers. 

Until the FDA makes a major over- 
haul in the way they regulate and 
inspect CBD, uncertainty surrounds 
any product with CBD as an ingredi- 
ent. In fact, there’s even a chance that 
the tincture or supplement you just 
bought at Whole Foods doesn’t actually 
contain any CBD at all. 

“We actually took it upon ourselves 
to send a bunch of ‘CBD’ products to a 
lab and have them tested,” Larson says. 
“Some of them came back with literally 
zero percent CBD.” 

What we need, as Larson sees it, is 
more regulation when it comes to CBD. 

For once, it might actually behoove 
the large corporations that gladly ped- 
dle cigarettes and alcohol to finance a 
public-service initiative aimed at telling 
the truth about their newest product. 
Conversely, they could choose to ob- 
fuscate matters — and risk blemishing 
the public’s perception of CBD in the 
process. 

As business behemoths like Co- 
ca-Cola plot their next moves, the time 
has arrived to precisely define what 
qualifies as CBD. 


Zack Ruskin covers news, culture, and music 
for SF Weekly. 


feedback@sfweekly.com | © @zackruskin 
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Who's 
Responsible for 
Damage after 
The storm? 


By Chris Dolan 


This week’s question comes from 
Jannette M., who asks: 


: “During the recent storms, I 

had a neighbor’s tree fall onto 

my roof and part of it came 
into te bedroom where my son was 
sleeping. Thank God my son suffered 
only minor physical injuries, which 
required only an ER visit and a sling, 
but now he is afraid to sleep alone 
and has been having nightmares. The 
tree is out by the sidewalk. I know 
it’s not on my property because of 
where it is located on his side of the 
fence. I also saw on the news where a 
woman was crushed and killed in her 
car by a falling tree/branch. What is 
the law on this kind of thing? This 
tree has been a sore subject between 
us as it has been hanging over my 
yard for years causing lots of leaves, 
branches and other junk to fall on 
the roof, clog the gutters, damage 
my roses and nearly landed on my 


car. I have spoken with my 
neighbor about this on several 
occasions including the last 
major storms several years 
ago, when another limb fell 
on the fence. He repaired the 
fence, but didn’t do anything 
to trim the tree or otherwise 
make it safe. The branch that 
fell on my house was from the 
same “crotch” which showed 
rot after the prior branch 
came down. ‘The only thing 
that has been done to the 
tree is it was cut one time, 
about a year ago, by the city, because 
it was blocking a stop sign. When I 
confronted my neighbor, he said that 
he didn’t think he owed me anything 
saying that it’s probably a city tree 
and even if it wasn’t, it was an “Act of 
God.” I have reported it to my home- 
owner's insurance which stated that it 
would repair the property but that my 
insurance did not provide compensa- 
tion for the personal injuries suffered 
by my son. Does my son have a right to 
collect compensation for his physical 
and emotional injuries and if so, from 
whom? 


: Dear Jannette, what a terrible 
A frightening ordeal. Thank 

God your son was not more seri- 
ously injured or killed. [have handled 


several falling tree death cases in my ca- 
reer and in each instance they were pre- 


Cal-Mart 


3585 California St., S.F., CA 94118 


injuries or deaths from falling trees 
* are often preventable, but each city 

has different ordinances regarding. 
~_-tree maintenance. 





Courtesy photo 


ventable if only the ailing tree had been 
trimmed or cut down before a storm 
caused fatal consequences. 

Each city has separate ordinances 
regarding tree maintenance along the 
roadway/sidewalk. If the tree is very 
close to the road/sidewalk, then a city 
ordinance may require the adjacent 
landowner to maintain the tree. Some 
trees are exclusively maintained by the 
city. If this occurred in San Francisco, 
The City may be liable for failure to 
maintain the tree. In 2016, the voters 
passed Proposition E, StreetTreeSF 
which amended the City Charter to 
transfer responsibility for the care 
of the City’s 124,000-plus trees and 
surrounding sidewalks from property 
owners to Public Works. The law took 
effect July 1, 2017 and provides for 
$19 million to be set-aside annually 
in the City’s General Fund to fund 


StreetTreeSF. 

The City has prioritized 
pruning trees based on safe- 
ty considerations, to correct 
structural flaws and to gain 
necessary clearances for 
overhead wires, traffic signs 
and signals, adjacent build- 
ings and traffic flow. If you 
are in San Francisco, the 
tree trimming around the 
sign, if it occurred since July 
1, 2017, may have been part 
of the StreetTreeSF priority 
trimming program. 

For the City to remove a tree, un- 
less it creates a dire emergency, the 
City follows a public notice process 
before the tree is cut down so citizens 
can voice their concerns including op- 
position to the removal of the tree or 
requesting trimming instead of remov- 
al. An individual can still prune their 
own tree as long as it is undertaken 
in accordance with the June 27, 2006 
CCSF Pruning Standards. 

If the City is responsible for main- 
taining this tree they may be held 
responsible for the damage caused to 
your son under the doctrine of Dan- 
gerous Condition of Public Property. 
Under this doctrine a public entity 
may be responsible for injuries caused 
by non-trivial defects in public prop- 
erty that create a foreseeable risk of 
harm, if the City knew, or should have 
known with reasonable diligence, 


about the defect with sufficient time 
to remedy it. Here, as the tree had 
been trimmed previously by the City, 
a suggestion of knowledge is raised 
as they would have been physically 
present, examined and evaluated the 
tree, and trimmed it. If the hazard/ 
rot was in existence at that time, and 
the City did not remedy it, liability 
may attach. Additionally, if the City 
arborists did something in trimming 
the tree that increased the risk of the 
tree falling on to your house, such as 
trimming most of the weight from 
only the street side, they may be 
held liable under a simple negligence 
theory. 

Next week, I will provide an anal- 
ysis of the facts assuming the tree 
was on private property, away from 
the street right-of-way, where the 
examination centers on the private 
landowner’s responsibility. 


Christopher B. Dolan is owner of the 
Dolan Law Firm. Email questions and 
topics for future articles to 
help@dolanlawfirm.com. 


We serve clients across the San 
Francisco Bay Area and California 
from our offices in San Francisco, 
Oakland, and Los Angeles. Our work is 
no recovery, no free or also referred to 
as contingency-based. That means we 
collect no fee unless we obtain money 
for your damages and injuries. 








Delicious Picks 





Dosa Chips 


Gluten Free. 5 oz bag 


$4.99 


From the Fields 


Organic Granola 
All Varieties. 12 oz bags 


$5.99 


Save $2.50 


Teresa’s Salsa 
Original or Pico de Gallo. 16 oz 


$4.99 


Save $1.00 








Tia Lupita Hot Sauce Maxine’s Organic Caju Cashews 





Red or Green. 8 oz Bottle lce Cream one Rr sa 8 oz bag. 
5 99 All Varieties. 48 oz CASIEWS™ Ri) 
] Bs) ©) ©) v a © © 
Save $1.00 eat Save $2.00 





Save $4.00 


CALIFORNIA & SPRUCE ST. 
STORE HOURS: Mon-Sat: 7am-8pm, Sun: 8:30am-6:30pm 


415-751-3516 


Cal-Mart supports our local schools through our script system. For more information, please call 221-1818. Prices valid through sale month. 
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By Adrian Spinelli 
SF Beer Week 2019 (SFBW) is 


upon us, and that means damn near a 
thousand Bay Area beer-centric events 
will be going down. Beginning with 
the Opening Gala on Friday, Feb. 1, 
and running through Feb. 10, local 
beer will be celebrated, as much as the 
local establishments that serve them, 
and the Bay Area finds itself in a com- 
fortable position among a once-boom- 
ing but now-stabilizing beer industry. 

There’s a lot going on at SFBW. 
We could tell you about how Califor- 
nia’s first malt house, Admiral Malt- 
ings, is up and running in Alameda, 
and how its malts figure in each of 
the five unique SFBW collaboration 
brews. Or how every afternoon, The 
Sycamore and The Willows offer 
half-off pints of whatever’s left from 
the previous night’s tap takeover 
event. (Cascade, Firestone Walker, 
and The Bruery all appear at one or 
the other pub this year.) But instead, 
we'll focus on the ultimate in deca- 
dence: food. And not just food, but 
food-and-beer events. We combed 
through every SFBW listing to bring 
you this definitive round-up of the 
best places to get fat and drunk at 
SFBW. Have a ball! 


Beerunch by Woods Beer Co. 
Saturday, Feb. 2, 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
Public House, 24 Willie Mays Plaza. 
This is such a badass yearly tradition 
from Woods and friends. Seven sepa- 
rate stations featuring a brunch item 
and a beer pairing, and the $59 admis- 
sion includes unlimited stops at every 
station. It’s a deal. Think Woods Brut 
Morpho Herbal Ale paired with a raw 
oyster with Blood Orange & Morpho 
Mignonette, Woods Sports Mixed Cul- 
ture Saison, and a crab frittata with 
bearnaise — as well as pairings with 
Russian River and Moonlight Brewing 
beers too?! Gimme. 


Bretts & Birds 

Monday, Feb. 4, 5 p.m.-close, at 
Southpaw BBQ, 2170 Mission St. 
While the Super Bowl goes down 
during SFBW this year, you can still 
get your wing fix on the Monday after 
at Southpaw. And not just any wings, 
but Southpaw Brett beer-brined 
wings! New beers include a Golden 





Brett Ale, Brett IPA, and even a Brett 
Barleywine. Chicken wings have got to 
be one of the top five foods ever made, 
and this idea sounds both insane and 
spectacular. 


Nuit du Québec 

Monday, Feb. 4, 5 p.m., 

at Rosamunde, 2832 Mission St., 
rosamundesausagegrill.com 

I went to Montréal last year and drank 
alot of Molson. It’s awful, but I loved 
it. Here’s an opportunity for those of 
us who don’t know much about 
Canadian beer beyond Molson to try 
brews from Montréal craft brewers 
and four kinds of the greatest bar food 
in Canadian history: poutine. That’s 
fries topped with cheese curds and 


gravy, in case you didn't already know. 
Cheers, budday! 


Big Chicken Love 

with Henhouse 

Wednesday, Feb. 6, 5 p.m.-close, at 
Paulista, 4239 Park Blvd., Oakland 
Once a year, Sonoma County’s Henhouse 
Brewing kegs its Big Chicken Triple IPA 
in the a.m. then delivers said kegs to cer- 
tain establishments for consumption 
that same day. It’s as fresh as it gets, and 
as its name suggests, it’s a big IPA — like, 
one pint and you're floating. We recom- 
mend hitting up Oakland’s Brazilian ha- 
ven, Paulista, to pair it with fried chicken 
sandwiches or a dish Brazilians do so well 
owing to the sizable Italian population in 
Brazil: chicken parmesan. 





Photo by Melissa Ryan 


West Coast & East Coast, Crab 
& Lobster, Magnolia & Allagash 
Wednesday, Feb. 6, 11 a.m.-close, at 
Magnolia Dogpatch, 2505 Third St. 
Famed Maine brewery Allagash joins 
forces with Magnolia at the revamped 
Dogpatch pub-and-beer garden for a con- 
fluence of coast-specific crustaceans and 
beer. The $40 ticket gets you a full crab or 
lobster dinner paired with beers like Alla- 
gash’s Golden Brett or Magnolia’s Bombay 
Brut. 


Whole Hog Luau with Fort Point 
Friday, Feb. 8, 5 p.m.-close, at 4505 
Burgers & BBQ, 705 Divisadero St. 

4505 knows a thing about barbecue, and 
what’s more decadent than cooking a 
whole hog “island-style”? The answer: 
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Beer and Food? 
Do They Go Well Together or Something? 


Fort Point pouring its Animal IPA (how 
fitting) through a Randall (it’s like an in- 
fuser) that’s filled with dried pineapple. 
Also available is the Farallon Tart IPA 
SFBW Collaboration brew. Oink. 


Cask & Queso 

Friday, Feb. 8, 6-9 p.m., at Thirsty Bear 
Brewing Co., 661 Howard St. 

We highlight this event every year, 
because it’s about as can't-miss as they 
come. A slew of Bay Area breweries — 
Seven Stills, Sierra Nevada, Thirsty Bear, 
and more — make one-off cask ales, each 
paired with a different type of artisan 
cheese. For $40, you get unlimited pours 
and bites. Pro tip: Get in early and 
indulge in the gooey, melted Raclette 
wheel pairing. 


Local Brewing & Tartine 
Teacakes 

Saturday, Feb. 9, 3-5 p.m., at Local 
Brewing Co., 69 Bluxome St. 

This one’s worth it just to skip the Tartine 
lines (or you could just go to the airport 
now though, amiright?). On the real 
though, $40 gets you four limited Local 
Brewing Co. beers — including sours, 
bourbon-barrel-aged beers, and hopefully 
the spectacular risette collab with Alma- 
nac — paired with some fancy-ass Tartine 
teacakes. Act fast, though, since it’s only a 
two-hour window. This is my kind of high 
tea. 


The Smashburger Showdown 
with WesBurger and Jeremy 
Fish 

Saturday, Feb. 9, noon-late at Harmonic 
Brewing, 1050 26th St. 

WesBurger ’N’ More will be chillin’ at Har- 
monic serving Smashburgers, tots, and 
queso alongside beers like Harmonic’s 
crisp Kolsch and the magnetic Mos Def 
IPA. But there’s a SFBW Burger eating 
contest, too? This is too good not to share. 
Arrive early to “apply” to bea contestant, 
and a $50 entry fee gets you 10 smash- 
burgers plus a beer to wash it down. There 
are many prizes to compete for at this cli- 
mactic Beer Week event — but let’s face it, 
it’s the street cred you're really vying for. 


Full event details, including ticketing links 
where applicable can be found at 
sfbeerweek.org 
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° PROVING ALL OVER AGAIN 


A Classic Chap Gets a New Spin 


By Adrian Spinelli 


Ona Wednesday night at Magno- 
lia’s Haight Street pub, I relaxed on a bar 
stool and took a big sip of a Strata For- 
tress Hazy Double IPA. Tropical flavors 
like melon and bright citrus burst from 
the glass in both aroma and flavor. I 
smacked my lips and thought that this 
was about as far away from the flavor 
I’ve come to know from the brewery his- 
torically known for its mastery of En- 
glish-style ales. But I looked around at 
the wood-paneled walls in the musty, 
dimly lit bar that still felt very much like 
a British pub, and I liked it. 

You see, I was once a devout fol- 
lower of English ales, but my palate 
changed, and yours probably did, too. 
Hell, do you even remember your first 
IPA? The beer industry moves fast, so 
sitting back and letting flagships deter- 
mine the future is no way to survive in 
this dynamic landscape. 

Enter New Belgium Brewing Com- 
pany (NBB), which bought Magnolia 
and owner Dave McLean out of bank- 
ruptcy for $2.7 million in mid-2017. 
The new ownership group is led by 
NBB co-founder and executive chair 
Kim Jordan, Magnolia CEO Brian 
Reccow (who came on board to over- 
see Magnolia’s bankruptcy and then 
stayed), and Magnolia’s new director 
of brewing operations, Dick Cantwell, 
a co-founder and former head brewer 
of Seattle’s famed Elysian Brewing 
Company and the author of numerous 
books on beer. 

For all intents and purposes, 
Cantwell is at the helm of every beer 
Magnolia makes. Along with his team, 
he’s introduced new beers and even 
modernized the recipes for Magnolia 
classics, such as — gasp! — Proving 
Ground IPA, Magnolia’s iconic En- 
glish-style IPA. When it first appeared 
nearly 20 years ago, the robust and 
punch-packing Proving Ground set 
itself apart through an almost in- 
sistently heavy dose of Maris Otter 
malt. Maintaining that recipe for so 
long said something about Magnolia’s 
dedication to the English style, but 
Cantwell’s iteration of the classic has a 
far more balanced malt bill. 

“That kind of statement is these 
days, really a statement,’ Cantwell says 
of Proving Ground’s long-time recipe. 
“Back then, things were more icono- 
clastic. Now they’re more drinkable. I 
didn’t want that malty chewiness.” 

From where I’m standing, Proving 
Ground IPA was historically a one-and- 
done beer, a hoppy malt bomb. “Tread 
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lightly,” that beer would say to me; 
down a single pint late in the evening, 
and you'll have a mild hangover in 

the morning to remind you of it. But 

I can’t stop thinking about the lighter 
complexion, approachable body, and 
corresponding flavor in the “new” 
Proving Ground IPA can that I had 
recently. New Belgium produces those 
cans — as well as cans of Kalifornia 
Kolsch — at its brewery in Fort Col- 
lins, Colo., a fine use of the logistical 
resources that NBB ownership now 
affords. (Magnolia formerly had to rely 
on the much-smaller capacity of mo- 
bile company “Can Van.”) 

“We want to be able to do things 
through New Belgium, with their re- 
sources, Cantwell says. “But in a fast, 
agile local market, we have to do other 
things.” 

This brings us to the crown jewel 
of the new NBB-owned operation: 
Magnolia Dogpatch. The Third Street 
building, which once housed Magno- 
lia’s Smokestack BBQ and brewery, is 
now home to a 30-barrel facility, a re- 
vamped dining room with booths and 
an indoor beer garden on the loading 
dock, and a new menu. (Sorry, no more 
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incredible yet incredibly expensive bar- 
becue). The garden has a series of pic- 
nic tables down the center and three- 
tiered wooden bleachers along the wall. 
This is just beginning, as just last week, 
Magnolia secured building permits for 
the 6,500-square-foot space next door. 

Magnolia Hall, as it will soon be 
called, will become an events space 
that Cantwell expects to open some- 
time in April. A large bar is set to rest 
against the south-facing wall with 
TVs above it, something that screams 
“pre-game” — for the Giants and for a 
certain new neighbor. 

“We want to be able to facilitate 
all the Warriors fans that'll be in here 
pre-gaming,” director of sales Zeke Du- 
rantini says. The Chase Center, the new 
home for the Warriors, is set to open 
six blocks away in October, and the 
Dogpatch will be a basketball hotbed. 

Once inside Magnolia Hall, custom- 
ers will be able to see a fermentation 
coolship — a massive open tank to 
cool wort, that malt-and-grain precur- 
sor to beer — plus a dozen wooden 
barrels for making sour beer (called 
foeders) toward the rear. Cantwell 
says he’s enlisting help from New 


Belgium HQ — NBB is the largest 
American producer of sour beers — as 
well as from Central California’s Fires- 
tone-Walker Brewing, which provides 
inoculated barrels for Magnolia’s sour 
beer to come alive. But Cantwell sees 
this more as an experimentation lab 
for blends rather than something des- 
tined to become a storied producer of 
sour beer out of the gate. 

“Part of my approach with the 
whole food-and-sour-beer program is 
that I want my attitude to be to use 
it as a tool,” he says. “What can we do 
with other ingredients? It’ll help me 
produce some of these blends very ear- 
ly. We'll even get some NBB sour beers 
ready to blend — as long as I make a 
credible version of their beers. And I 
don’t think they'll let anyone else do 
that.” 

While Magnolia likely won’t have 
sour beers ready for the public this 
year, there are already some funky 
experiments going down at Dogpatch. 
Take the Hatori Yuzu Gose, made with 
yuzu, pasilla, both Anaheim and Thai 
chiles, and sea salt. Head Brewer Seth 
Wile laughed about how he used a 
Rotato — of As Seen on TV fame — to 
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Magnolia Dogpatch ow 
in the barbecue fora 
revamped dining room and 
indoor beer garden. 
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peel four cases of yuzu for the batch. 

“That thing is worth its weight in 
gold,” Wile says. 

The tart beer finishes masterfully, 
with a lingering saltiness the way a 
proper Gose should, and the Anaheim 
chili flavor is noticeable, with a mild 
kick. More than anything, it foreshad- 
ows the beers on the horizon for Mag- 
nolia. Beers that are very far removed 
from the English style. 

“T was pretty firmly resolved to 
change the ‘all-English, all-the-time’ 
approach. The world has moved on 
from that,” Cantwell says. “And I’ve 
been gratified by how supportive 
people have been. Especially regulars. 
‘Now I don’t know what to expect!’ 
they tell me. 

“T’ve never done this myself, so I 
don’t know what to expect, either,” he 
adds. “That’s part of the reason why 
I’m taking part in this new project, be- 
cause it’s something I’ve never done.” 


Visit magnoliabrewing.com or sfbeer- 
week.org for Magnolia’s full SF Beer Week 
Schedule of Events. 
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S.F’s Famous Beer Bar 


Has Two Women at the Helm 


Women incraft beer are rare — but not at Mikkeller Bar. 


By Nuala Sawyer 
Walk into Mikkeller Bar on any 


given night and chances are it'll be fairly 
full of men. With limited-edition brews 
costing as much as $13 for a small pour, 
plus the bar's proximity to Downtown, 
it’s become a popular after-work joint for 
those with a penchant for hops anda 
large enough bank account to support 
the habit. That, combined with the over- 
all maleness of the craft-beer industry, 
means it’s usually packed with dudes. 

But walk up to the bar, and it’s fair- 
ly likely you'll find a woman. Half the 
staff — highly trained beer profession- 
als who know their shit — are female. 
Rarer still, the entire place is run by 
two women, each of whom happens to 
be under the age of 35. 

“T didn’t know what craft beer 
was when I started to like beer,” says 
Natalia Saarela, Mikkeller’s 31-year- 
old beer manager. “I didn’t have this 
conversation with anyone. I just liked 
beer, period. I had no idea that there 
was a scene, I had no idea there was 
a culture, I had no idea there was a 
conversation about men and women in 
beer at all.” 

That gender divide is something 
she learned about as soon as she set 
foot behind a bar. Saarela’s career path 
in beer has been highly immersive; 
she’s toured breweries in Europe, and 
worked at Mikkeller & Friends, the 
first Mikkeller bar, in Copenhagen. 
Now, with 24-year-old General Man- 
ager Devon Virgo, she’s one half of a 
dream team. 

Chuck Stilphen handed the duo 
the keys (so to speak) last August. 
Turnover had left the general manager 
position open, and Stilphen decided 
to switch things up. Instead of having 
one person hold down the job of hir- 
ing-and-firing, buying beer, training 
new employees, and maintaining the 
bar’s complicated tap system, he split 
the role into two, simultaneously 
promoting two current employees. 
Saarela would purchase beer for the 42 
taps, a quarter of which change daily. 
Virgo would take care of the day-to- 
day, keeping the staff trained and up 
to speed on the constantly evolving 
menu. It was a strategic move, but also 
a rare one: Across San Francisco, you'll 
be hard-pressed to find a craft beer bar 
led by even one woman, let alone two. 

“There’s always going to be that 
recognition that I’m a minority in this 


world of beer, and that some will not 
take my knowledge as seriously as I 
want them to,” says Virgo. “But we’re 
in direct contact with everyone in Co- 
penhagen — Jacob [Alsing] and Mik- 
kel [Borg Bjergso] — and our owner, 
Chuck. We have all of these powerful 
successful businessmen telling us, 
‘You've got this. We have the utmost 
confidence in you.’ Not only is it great 
to have women in beer, but to have 
men support women in beer, and be all 
about it.” 

Saarela and Virgo jumped in head- 
first and quickly instituted some 
changes. They bought back braces to 
protect employees when they haul 
kegs, launched weekly meetings with 
their team of barbacks, and created a 
successful fundraiser for people dis- 
placed by the Camp Fire. 

But this weekend, they’re faced 
with their biggest challenge yet: run- 
ning their first-ever Beer Week. 

To understand the complexity of 
managing seven days of hot events at 
Mikkeller Bar, you must first under- 
stand its tap system. Mikkeller has 
one of the only Flux Capacitors in the 
country, which Virgo describes as a 


“big crazy octopus-looking machine.” 
With it, Saarela can control the input 
of nitrogen and CO2 into each of the 
42 beers that are piped upstairs. That, 
and the fact that Mikkeller has two 
coolers to serve beer at three different 
temperatures, sets it far ahead of the 
competition. It’s chemistry, and it’s 
delicate. 

“With a German pilsner you're 
always going to want to serve it at 40 
degrees,” says Saarela. “You don’t want 
to serve a beer at the wrong tempera- 
ture; it'll affect the person’s experience 
of the beer. If you served a beer that’s 
supposed to be served at 40 degrees 
at 55 degrees — which some of our 
beers are served at — it would create 
a different sensory experience: aroma, 
mouthfeel, taste. You would get dif- 
ferent flavors out of it, and a different 
sense of bitterness.” 

Because of this hyper-sensitivity to 
chemical balance and taste, Mikkeller 
has become a spot that brewers make a 
bee-line to in order to taste their own 
wares. 

“Brewers want to come in and drink 
their beer at Mikkeller because they 
know it’s being served at the exact 


Natalia Saarela (left) 
and Devon Virgo 
(right) run one of the 
busiest beer bars in 
San Francisco. 
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temperature it should be, it’s being 
stored the way it’s meant to be, and the 
lines are clean,” Virgo explains. “We 
clean our lines with water and a caustic 
push every single time we change a 
beer. It’s the cleanest, best gas-blend- 
ed, perfect-temperature version of 
their beer that they made.” 

Managing this draft system during 
a busy Beer Week is no small feat, but 
Virgo says the team is trained and 
ready to go, with extra staff on hand to 
manage the chaos. And it will be busy. 
Included in the week’s events is one 
long “sour beer weekend,” launching 
with one of the rarest beers in the 
world: a keg of Cantillon Fou Foune. 
It’s something Saarela says was be- 
stowed upon them by “the beer gods.” 

“When I buy beer every week I never 
see Cantillon on our menu of what I 
can order,’ she says. “It is such a treat 
when someone who I’m buying beer 
from surprises us.” 

When it’s tapped at noon on Satur- 
day, Feb. 9, it will no doubt go fast — 
the keg holds only 80 glasses’ worth. 
But if you miss it, there’s plenty more 
to sample, as 30 of Mikkeller’s taps will 
be devoted to sour beers that weekend. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


“When I first started serving beer 
seven years ago people were just 
starting to learn what sour beer was,” 
Saarela says, and that popularity con- 
tinues today. “They’re sour and funky 
and awesome.” 

The sour beer weekend is the bar’s 
Beer Week finale, but the festival also 
starts with a bang. On Saturday, Feb. 
2, Ben Love, the head brewer at Port- 
land’s Gigantic Brewing Company is 
taking over not only 10 of the bar’s 
taps but also its music. Love has an ex- 
tensive funk and soul record collection, 
and pitched a DJ set to Saarela and 
Virgo almost as a joke when he visited 
the bar a few months ago. They hopped 
on it immediately. 

“He wears a coat that looks like he’s 
in Game of Thrones,’ Saarela says. 

“Not only is it the coolest event 
weve ever done, but Natalia booked it 
as the first thing, months in advance,” 
Virgo says. “We were like, ‘Even if this 
is all we do, this is going to be amaz- 
ing.” 

The Mikkeller duo are still in their 
first year of running the bar, but they 
tell SF Weekly they’re just scraping the 
surface of what is possible. They also 
feel that their gender — although rare 
in the industry — is a boon to the fu- 
ture of the bar they love. 

“T read something the other day 
that said that women are 37 percent of 
craft beer consumers now,’ says Virgo. 
“Whereas when it was started, it was 
below 10. We're infiltrating! Women 
have such a chance to make everything 
better. To have women in the craft beer 
scene has given it a whole other dy- 
namic that it didn’t have before. We’re 
very detail-oriented and focused, and 
that has helped us exponentially.” 

Saarela agrees. 

“We are here because we want to 
be here, because we care about beer 
and we care about Mikkeller,” she says. 
“This is the first bar I’ve worked at ever 
that, when we first opened five years 
ago, we were over 50-percent female 
staff. That was very purposeful when 
hiring happened. There was a while 
where that went away, but we’re back 
there now.” 


Mikkeller Bar’s Sour Celebration Weekend, 
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 9-10, with the 

tapping of Cantillon Fou Foune at noon on 
Feb. 9, mikkellerbar.com/sf 
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THURSDAY 


SURVIVAL AND 
LOSS: A JOINT 
DISCUSSION 
OF TWO 
CHINATOWNS 


Jan. 31, 6-8 p.m., 
California Historical 
Society, 678 

Mission St. $10; 
californiahistoricalsociety.org 


No American Chinatown is alike, and this couldn’t be more true of Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. S.F’s is bigger, hillier, and denser, while L.A.’s is spacious 
and less crowded. But the differences don’t end there, and on Thursday, sev- 
eral experts on Chinatowns and Chinese culture discuss the pair of neighbor- 
hoods at a public panel, exploring the art, architecture, history, and 
contemporary cultures that set each Chinatown apart. Jenny Jo, the author 
of several books about Los Angeles’ Chinatown, will speak at this event, 
which the California Historical Society will host. Joining her is Lenore 
Chinn, a city native who’s spent years documenting the socio-political land- 
scape of San Francisco Chinatown through photographs. Local Chinatown 
historian William Gow will be there too, along with documentary filmmaker 
and curator Eddie Wong, and Judy Tzu-Chun Wu, a professor and chair of 
the Department of Asian American Studies at UC Irvine. 


SUNDAY 2/3 





2019 TILDEN FUNGUS FAIR 


Feb. 3,10 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Tilden Nature Area, 600 Canon Dr., 
Berkeley, Free; calnature.org 


If you haven't noticed, fungi are having a moment. Entire stands at the farm- 
ers market are dedicated to mushrooms, and it seems nearly every weekend 
there’s another foraging expedition being led in Redwood Regional Park or 
Sutro Forest. On Sunday, mushroom experts and amateurs alike gather for 
the fourth annual Tilden Fungus Fair, the Bay Area’s mycological centerpiece. 
The day includes cooking demonstrations, painting classes, mushroom-based 
crafts, field sketching lessons, and talks led by fungi experts Morgan Evans of 
the Mycological Society of San Francisco and plant biologist Dr. Thomas 
Bruns of UC Berkeley. This free event is appropriate for all ages — so no 
magic mushrooms, sadly. 
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NO GRAVES, NO MASTERS 


Jan. 31-Feb. 2, 8-10 p.m., and Feb. 3, 2-4 
p.m., Z Space, 450 Florida St. $38.50; 
zspace.org 


Feeling the need for some circus ... zombies? 
We're 10 months away from Halloween, but 
that doesn’t mean we need to hold off on cele- 
brating the dead and those who consume them. 
This weekend circus troupe Vespertine returns 
with a newshow, No Graves, No Masters.” Af- 
ter spending five years and five months under- 
ground, Vespertine’s latest is a nod to the 
inevitable flesh-eating apocalypse. The show 
mixes horror with a splash of humor, as ghostly 
pale dancers slide down ribbons from the raf- 
ters, jump through hoops, and spin from a tra- 
peze. Together, they weave a tale from the 
South, 10 years after a virus outbreak caused 
zombies to take over the planet. As always, the 
Vespertine crew encourages costumes, with the 
promise that you won't get too much blood 
splashed on you during the show. 


2/2 


WHAT IF: FICTION OF 
THE FUTURE 


Feb. 2, 8-9 p.m., Public 
Library Main Branch’s Koret 
Auditorium, 100 Larkin St. 
Free; nightofideassf.com 


Life after the government, planet, 
and society collapses has long been 
explored in books and film; the apoc- 
alypse has been a hot topic for well 
over a decade. While The Walking 
Dead, The Handmaid's Tale, Mad Max, 
and even Bird Box draw in millions of 
viewers, few stop and question why 
our enduring obsession is sucha 
money-maker. On Saturday, Bay 
Area fantasy and sci-fi authors Char- 
lie Jane Anders (All the Birds in the 
Sky) and Meghan Elison (The Book of 
the Unnamed Midwife) sit down with 
California College of the Arts profes- 
sor Nilgun Bayraktar to discuss 
whether our collective desire to im- 
merse ourselves in these stories is 
based in a fear of what the future 
holds — or whether our apocalypse 
has actually started already. 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing or have a 
listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), 
fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
S.F., CA 94103). Deadline is noon Tuesday for the 
following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
as space allows. Our complete listings of local 
events - searchable by keyword, date, and genre 
— are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. Emily Fromm - No Vacancy: 111 
Minna Gallery is pleased to announce the opening 
of No Vacancy, by San Francisco artist, Emily 
Fromm. In her second solo exhibition with 111 
Minna, Fromm expands on her series of stylized 
paintings that illustrate iconic urban locations, 
historic streets and well-known haunts. Rendered 
in a truly unique palate of both cool and warm 
colors, characters participate in their surround- 
ings and casually complete scenes that display a 
fresh originality. Through Feb. 23. 111 Minna, San 
Francisco, 415-974-1719, 1llminnagallery.com. 

Artists’ Television Access. Dignidad y Resistencia: 
Brought together by their love and respect for 
acclaimed California artist and curator René 
Yanez (1942-2018), this global dream team of 
enigmatic artists are performing together, solo 
and collaboratively, for the first time. Chilean 
activist historian and Booklyn artist Maria 
Veronica San Martin comes to S.F. with elements 
from her recent major exhibit at the National 
Archive of Chile in Santiago, which she uses to 
symbolicly deconstruct the Nazi run Colonia 
Dignidad cult torture village (now re-branded 
as Villa Baviera) still operating in Chile. ATA and 
Booklyn co-founder Marshall Weber channels 
an Antifa curse on neo-Nazis. Poet/artist Bal- 
itronica Gomez and MacArthur Genius Award 
Winner Guillermo GOmez-Pefia (members of 
the notorious Pocha Nostra performance group) 
will obliterate normative culture and dismantle 
political borders. Tue., Feb. 5, 7:30 p.m. 992 Va- 
lencia, San Francisco, 415-824-3890, atasite.org. 

Bay Model Visitors Center. Trees, Paper, Styx - Art 
Reception: Linda Colnett’s art has long been 
inspired by nature, and in particular trees. A 
recurring theme in her work involves the paradox 
of the many benefits humans derive from trees 
- oxygen, shelter, food, clothing, medicines, fuel 
and other materials - versus the devastating 
impact of deforestation around the world. The 
process is often an evolution from photographs 
to paintings, paintings to prints or to mixed 
media and sculpture. This series is a tribute to 
the products that are derived from trees, as in 
wood panels, wooden dowels, and paper. January 
29-February 23, 2019 dates Reception: Sat, 
February 9, lpm-3pm Sat., Feb. 2, 9 a.m.; Sat., 
Feb. 9,9 a.m. &1p.m.; Sat., Feb. 23, 9 a.m. Free. 
415-332-3871. www.spn.usace.army.mil/Missions/ 
Recreation/Bay-Model-Visitor-Center/. 2100 
Bridgeway, Sausalito, 415-332-3870. 

California Historical Society Museum. Boomtowns: 
How Photography Shaped Los Angeles and San 
Francisco on view at the California Historical 
Society, San Francisco: The new medium of 
photography arrived in California just in time to 
witness the period of rapid, nearly unimaginable 
growth ushered in by the state's official entry 
into the Union in 1850. Boomtowns: How Pho- 
tography Shaped Los Angeles and San Francisco 
considers the significant role photography 
played in defining how the rest of the country 
saw California's two most prominent cities. The 
exhibition features works by both anonymous 
photographers and well-known artists such as 
Ansel Adams, Laura Adams Armer, Arnold Genthe, 
Eadweard Muybridge, Carleton Watkins, and 
Minor White. Tuesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through March 10. 415-357-1848. 
info@calhist.org. www.californiahistoricalso- 
ciety.org/exhibitions/upcoming_exhibitions. 
html. 678 Mission, San Francisco, 415-357-1848, 
californiahistoricalsociety.org. 

Casemore Kirkeby. Todd Hido: Bright Black World: 
Casemore Kirkeby is pleased to present Bright 


Black World, an exhibition of new work by Todd 
Hido exploring the dark topography of the 
Northern European landscape, highlighting Hido’s 
first significant foray extensively photographing 
territory outside of the United States, chronicling 
a decidedly new psychological geography and 
environmental concern. A new publication by 
Nazraeli Press accompanies the exhibition of the 
same title and will be available through Casemore 
Kirkeby. Starting Feb. 2. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 
a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through March 30. 1275 
Minnesota St #102, San Francisco, 415-851-9808, 
casemorekirkeby.com. 


Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 


(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works by Anne 
Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by vernacular 
19th-century memorials and the influence of 
industrialized printmaking on images of memory 
and domesticity. Prints, paintings, glass etchings, 
and embroidery pieces combine cemetery grave 
imagery with monograms. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 510-849-8935. www. 
care-gtu.org. 1798 Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849- 
8935, care-gtu.org. 


Charles M. Schulz Museum. Behind Peanuts: The 


Little Red-Haired Girl: See the story behind the 
story through original art, photographs, and 
interviews of Charlie Brown's unrequited love: 
The Little Red-Haired Girl. Thu., Jan. 31, 11a.m.-5 
p.m. $5-$12 (included in price of admission). 
107-579-4452. inquiries@schulzmuseum.org. 
schulzmuseum.org/explore/exhibits/upcom- 
ing-exhibitions/. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 
107-579-4452, schulzmuseum.org. 


CounterPulse Underground. UNEARTHED: An im- 


mersive multi-media art show featuring Bay Area 
emerging video, installation and performance 
artists. UNEARTHED is the product of a year 
of work and collaboration yielding a complex 
archaeology of identity, ancestry, and belonging 
emerges as the artists tell their stories, weaving 
together the past, present and future. Fri., Feb. 
1, 3-6 p.m.; Sat., Feb. 2, 7-10 p.m. opening Feb 1st 
is free, tickets to performances Feb 2nd 19.99- 
34.99. 415-626-2060. www.unearthedartshow. 
com/. 80 Turk, San Francisco, 415-626-2060, 
www.counterpulse.org. 


CULT | Aimee Friberg Exhibitions. MASAKO MIKI: 


Shapeshifters: CULT Aimee Friberg Exhibitions is 
pleased to present Shapeshifters, the gallery's 
second solo exhibition of all new work by Masako 
Miki. In this exhibition Miki explores the ideology 
of transitional space, through the lens of her 
ancestral narratives, specifically Buddhist and 
Shinto traditions and early Japanese folklore. 
By reinventing visual symbols and narratives 
from her cultural traditions, Miki suggests 
alternative interpretations of ancient symbols, 
making a new synthesis possible. Shapeshifters 
coincides with Masako Miki's solo exhibition in 
the MATRIX program at BAMPFA (Jan 9 through 
April 28,2019). We're open Friday & Saturday 
12-6PM or by appointment. Fridays, Saturdays, 
12-6 p.m. Continues through Feb. 23. FREE. 
info@cultexhibitions.com. cultexhibitions.com/ 
exhibition/masako-miki-shapeshifters/. 1217 B 
Fell St, San Francisco. 


De Young Museum. Steve Kahn: The Hollywood 


Suites: Los Angeles in the early 1970s was a place 
of economic, cultural, and social turbulence, and 
many artists responded by experimenting with 
non-traditional approaches to art making. Within 
this atmosphere of creative investigation, the 
photographer Steve Kahn began to work on a 
project that would become The Hollywood Suites. 
In1974, he rented out rooms ina motel on Melrose 
Avenue and started to photograph professional 
bondage models posed within. However, his at- 
tention was quickly drawn away from the women 
and toward the mundane rooms in which they 
worked. He began to focus on the dilapidated 
interiors, including uneven curtains hanging 
askew from windows and doors that seemed to 
both offer and deny passage. His endeavor grew 
into a multifaceted conceptual series that used 
the motel’s physical features to adroitly explore 
ideas of psychological bondage and containment. 
Presenting this recently rediscovered project, 
Steve Kahn: The Hollywood Suites marks the 
artist's first museum exhibition and is one of 
the first exhibitions since his untimely death 
earlier this year. Through March 31. 50 Hagiwara 
Tea Garden, San Francisco, 415-750-3600, www. 
deyoungmuseum.org. 


Fraenkel Gallery. Wardell Milan: Parisian Land- 


scapes, Blue In Green: Incorporating drawing, 
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painting, photography and collage, Milan's 
Parisian Landscapes: Blue in Green introduces 
the artist's figurative works in a variety of media. 
In scenes of freedom and desire, conflict and 
violence, Milan situates fractured bodies in 
ambiguous spaces. Often titled after songs, 
and using the color blue, Milan's Parisian Land- 
scapes reference sources as wide-ranging as 
Miles Davis's Kind of Blue and Maggie Nelson's 
lyrical essay bluets. Milan's blue also alludes to 
the historical use of lapis lazuli: from Egyptian 
tomb paintings to illuminated Renaissance 
manuscripts, as well as to the Taliban's current 
control of lapis lazuli mines in Afghanistan. Other 
intensely hued works inspired by the 17th-cen- 
tury Dutch tulip craze reflect Milan's long-running 
obsession with the flower's form and layered 
symbolism. Tuesdays-Fridays, 10:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Continues through Feb. 16. 49 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-981-2661, fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Rebeca Bollinger: The Burrow: The 
Burrow is part of Catalog of Stains, Bollinger’s 
ongoing writing and visual art project which is a 
container and space of inquiry the artist works 
within, creating abstract and representational 
objects which are assembled together to reveal 
patterns, rhythms, and repetitions. ‘Stains are 
incidents, markers of time, material, immaterial, 
psychic or psychological. When these stains are in 
disarray, objects and environments take on new 
meanings and can underscore the vulnerability 
of perception.” Working with the materiality of 
poured aluminum, Bollinger gives form to her 
own stains and seepages while shaping the place 
where the material and immaterial, visible and 
invisible, psychic and physical impressions col- 
lide. Starting Feb. 1. Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through March 29. 501 Third St., 
San Francisco, 415-626-7495, gallery16.com. 

Grace Cathedral. Les Colombes by Michael Pendry: 
In the U.S. for the first time after global acclaim, 
German artist Michael Pendry's “Les Colombes: 
The Doves” will be presented in the cathedral. 
Two thousand paper doves, symbols of spirit and 
peace, will soar in a 45-foot long aerial sculpture. 
Volunteers from Grace Cathedral's congregation 
and the community will fold the doves, whose 
wings will bear messages of hope and inspiration. 
In addition, there will be three special events 
where the visual spectacle of Les Colombes is 
accompanied by a sound and light performance 
including a sound cloud by Munich electro-pop 
collective Digital Haze. Through Jan. 31, 8 a.m.-6 
p.m. Free. 415-749-6300. reception@graceca- 
thedral.org. www.gracecathedral.org/events/ 
les-colombes-the-doves-by-michael-pendry/. 
1100 California, San Francisco, 415-749-6300, 
gracecathedral.org. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Rina Banerjee: Human Likeness: 
Rina Banerjee fills the gallery with fantastical 
sculptures & paintings in an exhibition describing 
the human experience in an era of migration. 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 31. 
Free. hosfeltgallery.com/index.php?p=exhi- 
bitions&id=315. Russell Crotty: Bordering the 
Habitable Zone: Internationally recognized for 
his innovative drawing practice, Russell Crotty 
presents a new body of work that combines his 
fascination with space exploration and concerns 
about environmental degradation from the view- 
point of an accomplished amateur astronomer, 
passionate surfer and native Californian. Starting 
Feb. 2. Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Thursdays, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Continues through March 16. Free. 415-495-5454. 
calder@hosfeltgallery.com. hosfeltgallery.com/ 
exhibition/borderingthehabitablezone/. Michael 
Light: Great Basin Autoglyphs and Pleistoseas: 
In his eighth solo exhibition at Hosfelt Gallery, 
Michael Light presents a new body of work from 
his ongoing aerial photographic survey of the 
arid American West. Great Basin Autoglyphs and 
Pleistoseas ventures into deep time, moving from 
habited, placed settlements into pure space and 
its attendant emptiness. Starting Feb. 2. Tues- 
days, Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m.; Thursdays, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Continues 
through March 16. Free. 415-495-5454. calder@ 
hosfeltgallery.com. bit.ly/HGMLBasin. 260 Utah, 
San Francisco, 415-495-5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 

Minnesota Street Project. Patricia Lagarde: 
luna: Lagarde’s work addresses themes of 
memory and its construction. The interminable 
collections of objects centered on memories. 
Her ongoing methodology explores different 


approaches and materials such as: artist books, 
installation, photographic display, boxes, and 
film. By using what might be considered antique 
photographic techniques, such as the ambrotype, 
ferrotypes, and cyanotypes, the artist imparts 
mundane objects with a fascinating yet obscure 
history. These works begin to suggest a cultural 
background that we can only guess at as we are 
led in an endearing journey of a certain time 
period or memory. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 11 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues through Feb. 23. 1275 
Minnesota St, San Francisco, 415-243-0825, 
minnesotastreetproject.com. 

Right Window Gallery. Jim Haynes: Scar: An exhi- 
bition of corroded photographs from Jim Haynes, 
who has investigated the technique of augment- 
ing silver gelatin prints with rust, copper, and 
various acidic patinas. Daily, noon-midnight. 
Free. 992 Valencia, San Francisco. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Chris Dorley-Brown: The 
Corners: A series of photographs by British 
photographer Chris Dorley-Brown, whose surreal 
and off-kilter imagery of his hometown streets of 
the London Borough of Hackney is comprised of 
many separate relatively narrow captures taken 
from the same vantage point over an extended 
period, sometimes up to an hour at a time. The 
artist sets up the camera in one location, and 
tilts and pans around the cityscape to capture 
the activity on the street, along with it's unsus- 
pecting protagonists. Once he has returned to 
the studio, he overlays the resulting moments 
into one central composition or alternate reality, 
which initially presents the viewer with a sense 
of familiarity, but dually takes on a dreamlike 
tone. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m. Continues through March 2. 49 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-421-0122, kochgallery.com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Erik Scollon: Object Choice: 
For Object Choice, Scollon continues a thread 
that was laid down in his previous exhibition 
at Romer Young Gallery, and/both. In and/both 
Scollon introduced a series of ceramic blocks, 
seductive in color but intentionally ambiguous 
in scale. Scollon described the boxes as being 
the queer babies of “John Mason, Scott Burton, 
and Tony Smith, but raised by Mary Heilmann.” 
Their reductive form and unexpected simplicity 
opened up the possibility of individualized and 
particularized engagements, both emotional 
and intellectual. Scollon presents a new series 
of these elusive and allusive forms, which exist 
in states of negotiation, activating the viewers’ 
encounter and opening up the ways in which the 
viewer is implicated in the work. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through March 
2. 1240 22nd St., San Francisco, 415-550-7483, 
romeryounggallery.com. 

Traywick Contemporary. David Fought: Curvilin- 
earity: Traywick Contemporary is pleased to an- 
nounce Curvilinearity, a solo exhibition featuring 
new sculpture by Bay Area artist David Fought. 
The abstract sculptures Fought makes from 
unassuming materials - construction plaster and 
repurposed metal rods - are the result of a formal 
and intuitive discovery of form. Equally important 
to his labor-intensive practice is the expressive 
properties of these materials, which reveal not 
only his hand but also the specifics of his pro- 
cess. His elegant geometric works combine the 
forceful influence of minimalism with a distinct 
physicality that continually shifts between two 
and three dimensions. Thursdays-Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Continues through Feb. 23. 0.00. 
510-527-1214. artprojects@traywick.com. www. 
traywick.com/2019/david-fought/. 895 Colusa, 
Berkeley, 510-527-1214, traywick.com. 

USF Campus, Thacher Gallery. University of San 
Francisco Debuts New Thacher Gallery Exhibit on 
November 29: Featuring more than 40 volumes 
from the permanent collection of the University 
of San Francisco's Donohue Rare Book Room, 
Quiet Spaces encourages the exploration of 
diverse persona; and collective experiences 
and perceptions of the theme of sanctuary. 
Through Feb. 10, 12-6 p.m. Free. 415-422-5178. 
www.usfca.edu/thacher-gallery/quiet-spaces. 
2130 Fulton, San Francisco, 415-422-2044, usfca. 
edu/library/thacher. 


COMEDY 


Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 
local comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, 
bestofsfstandup.com. The Variety Preview Room 
(The Hobart Building), 582 Market, San Francisco, 


415-781-3893, varietync.org/screening-room. 

Bootleg Comedy Show: Free Comedy!! Come enjoy 
some laughs from some of the best comedians 
in the Bay Area. The food is good, the drinks are 
delicious, and the laughs are plenty. Bring your 
friends and shake off the day. Saturdays, 8-9:30 
p.m., Free. Bootleg Bar & Kitchen, 2360 Van Ness 
Ave, San Francisco. 

Casual Sets! Live Comedy!: Hosted by Levi Jacobs. 
First Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., $5, 
facebook.com/casualsetsoak. The Golden Bull, 
412 14th St., Oakland, 510-893-0803. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, and 
Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audiences) 
a chance to unburden their minds at this regular 
night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, 
cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 415-882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Chinese Ballroom: Long form and short form 
comedy improv. First Wednesday of every month, 
9 p.m., $12-$15, chineseballroomimprov.com. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-567-5589. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round comedy 
tournament featuring eight comedians all com- 
peting to be chosen as the champion. Unlike any 
other comedy show in the Bay Area, we give the 
power to the audience to choose who they want 
to see continue. Comedians literally live and die 
by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian Will Cole. 
Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., $10, www. 
facebook.com/sfcomedymachine. The Purple 
Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson St., San Francisco. 

Comedy Night at Il Pirata: Tony Sparks has 
presided over this long-running local showcase 
since 2005. First Friday of every month, 9 p.m. 
Il Pirata, 2007 16th St., San Francisco, 415-626- 
2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fridays, 
8 p.m. 

Comedy Oakland: Weekly comedy featuring up-and- 
coming comedians alongside industry pros. Fri- 
days, Saturdays, 9:30 p.m.; Thursdays-Saturdays, 
7:30 p.m., $13-$15, ComedyOakland.com. Spice 
Monkey, 1628 Webster, Oakland, 510-268-0170, 
spicemonkeycafe.com. 

Comedy Thursdays: Hosts Tony Sparks and Rudy 
Ortiz Thursdays, 8 p.m., Free. II Pirata, 2007 16th 
St., San Francisco, 415-626-2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

The Dirty Show: Stand-up gents Zack Chapaloni 
and Joe Gorman woo you to their comedic 
monthly rencontre in the only San Francisco bar 
that resembles a tricked-out ‘70s sex van. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free. Kozy 
Kar, 1548 Polk, San Francisco, 415-346-5699, 
kozykar.com. 

Dog People Comedy: The show is produced and 
hosted by local favorite Valerie Vernale, Mary 
Bushee, Juan Medina and Luigi Dias. We present 
hilarious comedians from around the country as 
well as local up-and-coming stars. Last Thursday 
of every month, $5. Hotel Utah, 500 Fourth St., 
San Francisco, 415-546-6300, hotelutah.com. 

Dov Davidoff: Dov Davidoff currently appears 
on HBO's Crashing and NBC's Shades of Blue 
with Jennifer Lopez and Ray Liotta. He’s been 
seen on The Tonight Show and Late Night with 
Jimmy Kimmel as well as a lead role alongside 
Mark Wahlberg in the Movie Invincible. He's 
done a comedy special for Comedy Central and 
Showtime, and recently had a memoir published 
by St. Martin's Press entitled ‘Road Dog’, life and 
reflections of a standup comic from the road. 
Thu., Jan. 31, 8 p.m.; Fri., Feb. 1, 7:30 & 9:45 
p.m.; Sat., Feb. 2, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m., $23. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Downtown Comedy Night: Saturdays, 6-9 p.m., 
$15. Bar Fluxus, 18 Harlan Place, San Francisco. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 415-954- 
0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Gettin’ Weird: With Stokes & Holtz. First Monday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, 
San Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 
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Getting Sketchy! Free Sketch Comedy Workshop: 
Open Sketch Comedy workshop hosted by David 
Stolowitz. Brainstorm, share, write, refine, re- 
cord, and produce great sketches for the Internet 
or your next show! May involve field trips around 
the mission. Donations to Mutiny Radio always 
welcome but not required. Sundays, 4-6 p.m., 415- 
550-0511, fireborn?/@gmail.com, www.facebook. 
com/events/1248736631894198/. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Gin & Comics: You don't have to love gin, but you 
should love good times. Gin & Comics features 
queer comedians from all over the California. Gin 
& Comics takes over the STUD every first Sunday. 
Hosted by Jos Harvey and Kimberly Rose Wendt. 
First Sunday of every month, 6:30-9 p.m., Free. 
The Stud, 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 415-863- 
6623, studsf.com. 

Godfrey: Godfrey is one of the hottest comedians on 
the circuit. Growing up in Chicago, he constantly 
got in trouble for misbehaving and being an all- 
around class clown. Godfrey's Nigerian parents 
unknowingly encouraged his bad behavior 
by showing him classic comedy films from an 
early age. While performing impressions of his 
college football teammates, Godfrey realized 
his irreverent style of comedy might be more 
than just a hobby. Thu., Jan. 31, 8 p.m.; Fri., Feb. 
1, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; Sat., Feb. 2, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m., 
$25. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San 
Francisco, 415-928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

The Good, The Bad, and The Funny Comedy 
Show: Mondays can be a drag. The Ist and 3rd 
Monday catch a free stand-up comedy show. 
The Good, The Bad, and The Funny Comedy 
Show at Blondie’s Bar is a bi-monthly comedy 
showcase featuring Bay Area comedians that 
have performed at Cobb’s Comedy Club, The 
Punchline in S.F. and Sacramento, Tommy T's, 
and The Improve are featured on the show. Every 
show has a fresh new batch of comics. So come 
on down and catch some laughs, enjoy some 
beverages and have fun with us. Every other 
Monday, 8:30-9:30 p.m., Free, 415-864-2419, 
www.blondiesbarsf.com, www.blondiesbarstf. 
com. Blondie’s Bar & No Grill, 540 Valencia, San 
Francisco, www.blondiesbar.com. 


Haight Ashbury Comedy Night: Come out to Haight 
Ashbury Comedy night at Milk Bar located in the 
heart of the historic Haight-Ashbury district to 
see some of SF's best comedic talent. Comedians 
on the show have been featured on NBC, ABC, 
MTV, Comedy Central, SF Sketchfest, Comedy 
Day and Punchline. Thursdays, $15. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 

Happy Hour Comedy Open Mic: Amateur under- 
ground standup comedy. Sign up at 5:30 pm or on 
Bay Area Facebook Comedy Network. Fridays, 6-8 
p.m., $5, 415-550-0511, director@mutinyradio.fm, 
www.MutinyRadio.fm. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., 
San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Harold Night: Join us for a night of long form 
improv comedy featuring house Harold teams 
Local Honey, Paint Dept, and JACKSON with occa- 
sional appearances by Harold class graduates or 
holiday-themed shows. Wednesdays, 9 p.m., $5. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Harvey’s Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

HellaFunny Sundays: Like to laugh and have a good 
time? Then come to “HellaFunny Sundays” to 
see a mix of San Francisco's best comedians! 
Comedians on this showcase have been seen on 
Comedy Central, NBC, ABC, Viceland, MTV and 
many many more. Sundays, 7 p.m., $15. Neck of 
the Woods, 406 Clement, San Francisco, 415-387- 
6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 

The Hollins & Hollins Mortuary Entertainment 
Show: The Hollins & Hollins Mortuary Entertain- 
ment Show, brought to you by the same folks 
who gave you The Pine Box Boys, is an evening 
of creepy music and gallows humor. It’s sort of 
like The Prairie Home Companion if it had been 
created by Charles Addams and Edward Gorey, 
rather than Garrison Keillor. Sat., Feb. 2,9 p.m., 
$5. El Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282- 
3325, elriosf.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & Queers: 
Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, with all 
genders welcome (but misogyny most definitely 
not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 11th St., San 
Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 





STRUCTUS, Inc. is please to announce the promotion 


of Prasanth Tanikella to Associate 


in their San 


Francisco office. Prasanth has been with 
STRUCTUS since 2017 and is responsible 
for completing the engineering work for 
several mid-rise residential projects as 
well as transit projects including BART. 


Inside Baseball: Not sure what kind of comedy to 
see? Inside Baseball features all the kinds. A 
different lineup each week for 5 bucks at Stage 
Werx Theatre in SF. Wednesdays, 10-11:30 p.m., 
$5, insidebaseballcomedy.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Misery Index: This free monthly yuk-fest “brings 
together some of the most pessimistic, neurotic, 
and dysfunctional individuals on the face of the 
planet: stand-up comedians.” First Monday of 
every month, 9 p.m., free, miseryindexcomedy. 
com. The Rite Spot Cafe, 2099 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-552-6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 
p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeon- 
mars.com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., San 
Francisco, 415-693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 p.m., 
free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 415-896- 
6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Pamtastic's 
Comedy Clubhouse is every Friday 8-10pm 
bringing audiences the best of SF and beyond’s 
underground comedy scene live, live streaming 
and podcast post at www.mutinyradio.fm Fridays, 
8 p.m., $10. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San 
Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tournament. 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
San Francisco, 415-955-1916, kellsirish.com. 

The Roughhouse: Sketch comedy made the San 
Jose way. First Saturday of every month, 10:30 
p.m., $17.50-$35, roughhousecomedy.com. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 

Royale with Cheese: Hosted by Nick Palm. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free, face- 


book.com/ComedyRoyale. The Royale, 800 Post, 
San Francisco, 415-441-4099, theroyalesf.com. 

Scenes & Songs with Flash Mob Musical: Flash 
Mob Musical uses a one word suggestion to 
inspire a montage of scenes and songs made 
up entirely on the spot! No games. No narrative. 
No net. Fridays, 8 p.m., $5. Stage Werx Theatre, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, shel- 
tontheater.org. 

The Setup- Speakeasy Comedy Nights!: Craft 
beer and comedy merge harmoniously in the 
Beer Basement at Ales Unlimited, where The 
Setup draws some of the funniest local and 
nationally touring stand-ups in the business. 
The space is small and cozy but the hops and 
the laughs are big, with performers hailing 
from such comedic institutions as Comedy Bang 
Bang, San Francisco Sketchfest and The Comedy 
Store. So order a drink from Ales Unlimited's 
world-class selection of microbrews, wines 
and specialty cocktails, then head downstairs 
for a truly underground experience in the heart 
of the Tenderloin. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-10 
p.m., 10, 415-598-8158, info@setupcomedy.com, 
goo.gl/yTHqGu. Beer Basement, 222 Hyde, San 
Francisco, thebasementsf.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? Let 
Endgames Improv turn headlines into punchlines 
at this interactive and spontaneous comedy 
show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., $5, endgames- 
improv.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San 
Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Shit Talk: Featuring comedians from around the 
Bay Area and special guests. Hosted by Yuri 
Kagan. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Free. Oasis, 298 Tith 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Stand Up on the Edge: The Freshest comedy 
show in SF on a monday. Mondays, 8-10 p.m., 
Free, 301-452-2355, barakanoel@gmail.com, 


Do you actively use meth? 


barakanoel.com. Delirium Cocktails, 3139 16th 
St., San Francisco. 

Storking Comedy: Stand-Up at a Music Venue: 
Storking Comedy showcases the funniest up and 
coming Bay Area comedians. The show also fea- 
tures hilarious interviews with each performer. 
Live music often follows the comedy show at 
9:30 pm. All comedy audience members receive 
a discounted cover charge to see the bands. 
Thursdays, 7:30-9 p.m., Free, sadcomedyrsvp@ 
gmail.com, www.storkclubcomedy.eventbrite. 
com. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510- 
444-6174, storkcluboakland.com. 

Super Bowl! Lill: Men In Tights Comedy Show: Su- 
per Bow! LIII: MEN IN TIGHTS, Sun Feb 3, 3p Roxie, 
Some of SF's best local comedians live on stage 
for the funniest non-footballest presentation of 
the Big Game you'll find anywhere. Sun., Feb. 3, 
3-6 p.m., $13-15, 415-662-3378, info@sfindie. 
com, sfindie.com. Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., 
San Francisco, roxie.com. 

The Tabernacle: A weekly stand-up showcase 
hosted by 3 of San Francisco's hardest work- 
ing comedians: Steve Post, Allison Mick, and 
Jim McVeigh. Each Wednesday, The Taberna- 
cle features a strong, fresh, line-up of local 
heavy-hitters, bigger names you've seen on TV, 
and other out-of-town visitors. Wednesdays, 
7-8:30 p.m., $5-$10, facebook.com/tabernaclesf. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816- 
3691, pianofight.com. 

This Week's Show: Fresh standup from the best 
comics in the Bay Area and beyond at San Fran- 
cisco’s top sports bar and nightclub--all for less 
than the price of a movie ticket. Wednesdays, 8-10 
p.m., $10. Fort One Bar & Lounge, 2801 Leaven- 
worth, San Francisco, 415-671-8081, fortisf.com. 

Throwback Thursday: Every Thursday night, 
Chivalry Club gets the scoop on a photo from 
your past and then turns it into a raucous, 
hullaballoo of improvised comedy. Thursdays. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Thunderdome: 2 Teams. 1 Victor. Should they fail, 
the audience shall send them to the slaugh- 
terhouse. Should they succeed, the audience 
shall judge them yet again the following week 
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We are studying a medication-based 
treatment that may help. 
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as they face a new challenger! Tuesdays, $5. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970- 
0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
$17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throck- 
morton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 142throck- 
mortontheatre.com. 

Uncertainty Principle: Uncertainty Principle is 
duos improv. Two people enter. Two people do 
improv. No one dies. Wednesdays, 10 p.m., $5. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at this 
long-running weekly comedy catharsis. Fridays, 
10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgamesimprov. 
com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, 
stagewerx.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Actors Reading Writers: Popular local actors read 
modern and classic short stories. First Monday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Berkeley City 
Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, 
berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

Fireside: Storytelling series whose events contain 
tales on specific themes. First Wednesday of 
every month, 8 p.m., $10-$15, firesidestory- 
telling.com. Chez Poulet, 3359 Cesar Chavez, 
San Francisco. 

Jazz Stories: Pianist Richard Leiter hosts a 
monthly night dedicated to tales, anecdotes, and 
remembrances of classic jazz musicians, with 
live music performances to set the right vibe. 
First Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Pegasus & Pendragon Books & Music, 1855 Solano, 
Berkeley, 510-525-6888, pegasusbookstore.com. 

John Muir as Celtic Prophet - Philip Newell: John 
Philip Newell, the celebrated author of Listening 
to the Heartbeat of God: A Celtic Spirituality, 
re-examines John Muir through Celtic Christi- 
anity, in which everything is essentially spirit, 
clothed upon with flesh, leaves, water or rock. 


lt feels 
really good 


Newell is also the co-founder of the non-profit 
Heartbeat: A Journey Towards Earth's Wellbeing 
(www.heartbeatjourney.org), established to 
expand sacred vision, deepen spiritual practice, 
nurture reflective community and enable action 
for change., Newell is an ordained Church of Scot- 
land minister with a Ph.D. from the University of 
Edinburgh and the author of more than 15 books. 
Sun., Feb. 3, 9:30-10:30 a.m., free and open to all, 
415-749-6300, reception@gracecathedral.org, 
www.gracecathedral.org/events/the-forum-with- 
john-philip-newell-john-muir-as-celtic-prophet/. 
Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, San Francisco, 
gracecathedral.org. 

Poets!: Bimonthly poetry social with a featured 
reader followed by an open mic session. Third 
and First Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free. 
Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
415-586-3733, birdbeckett.com. 

Tuesdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m., 
free. North Beach Branch Library, 850 Columbus 
Ave, San Francisco, 415-355-5626, sfpl.org. 

Victoria Loustalot - Future Perfect: In Conversa- 
tion with Elise Craig, In Future Perfect, Victoria 
Loustalot draws on her own personal experience 
to launch a broader inquiry into the phenomena 
of psychics, shamans, astrologers, and their 
fans. Loustalot is the author of This Is How You 
Say Goodbye and Living Like Audrey. Wed., Feb. 
6, 6-7:30 p.m., Free, 415-927-0960, zruskin@ 
bookpassage.com, www.bookpassage.com/ 
event/victoria-loustalot-future-perfect-san-fran- 
cisco-store. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 
42, San Francisco, bookpassage.com. 

A William S. Burroughs Birthday Celebration!: 
Free and open to the public! In honor of William 
S. Burroughs and the recent release of ‘‘Don’t 
Hide the Madness: William S. Burroughs in Con- 
versation with Allen Ginsberg”, City Lights will 
host the book's editor Steven Taylor and special 
guests Peter Hale (executor of the Ginsberg 
estate), Peter Carlaftes (publisher and author 
of Drunkyard Dog), and V Vale (Author of William 
Burroughs, Brion Gysin, Throbbing Gristle). 
Excerpts from the book will be read, we'll hear 
from our wonderful guests, and copies of this 


singular memoir will be available for purchase! 
Tue., Feb. 5, 7-8:30 p.m., Free, 212-731-0574, pe- 
ter@threeroomspress.com, www.facebook.com/ 
events/356562775120064/. City Lights Books, 
261 Columbus, San Francisco, citylights.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS & 
EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 
sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects 
from the museum's permanent collection explore 
the major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
200 Larkin, San Francisco, 415-581-3500, asi- 
anart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal 
Cassady, and other Beat Generation characters 
via original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, 
personal items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
415-399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 
cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Animal Attraction: 
Exhibit about the wild courtship and mating 
strategies in the animal kingdom. Daily. Color of 
Life: The Academy's bright new summer show 
celebrates the chromatic diversity of nature 
with live animals, interactive displays, dioramas, 
videos, and more. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your 
senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that 
shakes like two of San Francisco's most famous 
quakes, a planetarium show, interactive displays, 
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Jetty Extracts 
Buy one cartridge Get one 50% off 
$1 dab bar sample 


Chemistry 
Buy 1 cartridge Get one for $1 


Atlas Edibles 
Buy one Get one 50% off 


Flow Kana 
Buy one 1/8 Get a pre-roll joint for $1 


Om Edibles 
Buy any Om Edibles product & Get 


an Om gummy or epsom salt for $1 


PAX 
Buy any pod Get one Pax Era for $1 


with free personal engraving 


and more. Daily. Habitat Earth: The California 
Academy of Sciences’ newest planetarium show 
redefines the traditional concept of astronomical 
presentation, turning the telescopes around and 
focusing on the greatest wonder of the universe 
— Earth itself — as it invites viewers to discover 
what it means to live in today’s connected world 
on the only planet known to sustain biodiversity 
and life. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as the 
Academy's flightless friends are offered their 
breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. 
Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the Acade- 
my’s live coral tank and offer live explanations of 
its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s resi- 
dents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. Ssssnake 
Encounter: Get up close and personal with some 
of the Academy's scaly, slithering inhabitants. 
Daily, 3:30 p.m. NightLife: Weekly afterhours 
party featuring dance music, drinks, scientific 
presentations, hands-on activities, and more 
for people who like to pair their intellectual 
curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. 
$10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. Are 
you Color Blind? Experience EnChroma Glasses 
at the California Academy of Sciences’ Exhibit on 
Color: Try EnChroma glasses for color blindness 
& see the colors at the California Academy of 
Sciences NightLife event Thu., Jan. 31, 6-10 p.m. 
$15 non-members, $12 members. 415-379-8000. 
info@calacademy.org. ticketing.calacademy. 
org/webstore/shop/Viewltems.aspx?CG=cas- 
nightlife&C=casnightlife. 55 Music Concourse, 
San Francisco, 415-379-8000, calacademy.org. 
Chinese Historical Society of America. The 
Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the course 
of Chinese-American immigration from the 19th 
century to today via photographs, artifacts, and 
historical narratives. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 
965 Clay, San Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 
Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the Cove- 
nant: Dave Lane, often described as ‘‘an outsider 
artist,” has repurposed 6 tons of steel into a 
90-foot sheath of globes, light bulbs, old tools, 
and other objects that hang over the museum's 
central lobby. Like the eternal light that can be 
found in every synagogue, Lane's gigantic lamp 
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can be seen as a symbol of higher connection — 
both literally and figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explorato- 
rium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze de- 
signed to heighten one's awareness of the sense 
of touch — reopens at the new location after a 
slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in 
addition to regular museum admission). Per- 
manent Exhibits: The family science museum's 
gigantic new complex is split into six separate 
gallery sections that focus on human behavior, 
senses & perception, biology, the environment, 
and much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, San 
Francisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 

GLBT History Museum. 30 Years of Collecting 
Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu 
curates a selection of visual art that recalls 
scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days of 
gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting Bay 
Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San 
Francisco, 415-621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 

Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently restored, 
this installation recreates the extravagant 
French Neoclassical interior of the Hdétel de la 
Trémoille in Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. Bowles 
Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from England and 
continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 100 34th 
Ave., San Francisco, 415-750-3600, legionofhonor. 
famsf.org. 

Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live presen- 
tations about the animals who live at the mu- 
seum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, San 
Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-in Sci- 
ence Workshop: Each week kids and parents can 
participate in artistic activities that illuminate 
some aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Tito andthe Birds 


Not rated. Opens Friday at the Opera Plaza Cinema. 

Gabriel Bitar, André Catoto, and Gustavo Steinberg’s animated Tito and the 
Birds is the sort of movie that puts its subtext right there on the top, but that’s 
OK because the top is very lovely. In present-day Brazil, 10-year-old Tito (Pedro 
Henrique) is the son of disappeared scientist Rufus (Matheus Nachtergaele), 
whose unfinished machine may hold the key to defeating a strange, possibly 
manufactured pandemic. Against the orders of his fear-stricken mother Rosa 
(Denise Fraga), Tito and his school friend Sara (Marina Serretiello) set out to 
complete his father’s work and, hopefully, save the world from itself. Beyond 
the aviary similarities in their titles, the children-in-a-dystopia theme of Tito 
and the Birds raises the specter of the far superior and much darker Birdboy, 
but Tito is saddled by a fairly rote story. The picture’s real draw is the way it 
combines a naturalistic, brushstroke-heavy animation style — think Loving 
Vincent, without the rotoscoping — with a very modern-day world of social 
media, fake news, and characters using their cell phones as flashlights. Tito 
and the Birds also feels like it could have been done as an anime without much 
change to the story, but thank goodness it wasn’t, because it means Sara gets 
to wear a dress that goes below her knees. Sherilyn Connelly 


21st SF IndieFest, Week One 


Opens Thursday at the Roxie Theater and the Victoria Theater. 

Last year’s anniversary SF IndieFest was a journey through the festival’s 
20-year past. To celebrate finally reaching legal drinking age, this year’s 
festival promises to dive into topics including — but not limited to — re- 
lationship drama, self-destructive young people, underground abortion 
assistants, dolls acting badly, Islamophobia, frats acting badly, AI on trial, 
addiction, cults, obsession, and dystopia. So: something for everyone! Cer- 
tainly everyone can appreciate the opening night film at the Roxie, Robert 
Krzykowski’s geezer-sploitation flick The Man Who Killed Hitler and Then the 
Bigfoot. National treasure Sam Elliott stars as the killer in question, a man 
who wants to put his murderin’ days behind him but gets called onto one last 
job. An argument has been made that single-take films are a gimmick, but 
just because something is gimmicky doesn’t mean it can’t be compelling as 
Christopher Greenslate’s one-shot Saviors, about a woman who infiltrates a 
white-supremacist group. Because bro culture and local film culture are still 
(and possibly forever) intertwined, this year IndieFest’s also brings the ninth 
“Super Bowl: Men in Tights” party, just the title of which is making you laugh 
because men don't wear tights! See what a hilarious juxtaposition that is? 
Even (or maybe especially) in progressive San Francisco, the implication of 
distasteful femininity will never not be comedy gold. SC 


$3-$5. Meet the Animals: Though the Randall's 
regular facilities in Corona Heights are tempo- 
rarily closed, the animals who live at the museum 
will make weekly trips down to the Mission for 
free live presentations. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
Drop-In Art Workshop: Get creative with arts 
and crafts projects for children and parents 
alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. $3-$5. 745 Treat, San 
Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 
Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: 
Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide 
presentations, and large-scale decorative in- 
stallations recreate the sights and sounds of 
San Francisco's bustling shipping and fishing 
industries in this free daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA). 
New Work: LANZA Atelier: This exhibition intro- 
duces three new projects by Mexico City-based 
architecture firm LANZA Atelier. It draws upon 
their interests in Mexico City’s architectural 
history and in bringing communications together 
through architectural interventions. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
151 3rd St., San Francisco, 415-357-4000, www. 
sfmoma.org. 

University of San Francisco (USF). Out of Place: 
The Power of Art in Unexpected Spaces | An Eve- 
ning with Cheryl Haines: Cheryl Haines, founding 
executive director of FOR-SITE, will speak about 
her experiences presenting thought-provoking 
artwork in non-traditional public spaces. Her 
curatorial work challenges us to reexamine how 
we think about place, while emphasizing the role 
that artists play in fostering dialogue about the 
environment and human rights. Presented by 


the University of San Francisco’s Department 
of Art + Architecture, Museum Studies Program, 
Art History/Arts Management Program and 
Thacher Gallery in conjunction with Quiet Spaces: 
Picturing Sanctuary in the Illustrated Book and 
in celebration of the gallery's 20th anniversary 
season. Wed., Feb. 6, 6-7:30 p.m. 415-422-5178. 
thachergallery@usfca.edu. www.usfca.edu/ 
thacher-gallery. 2130 Fulton, San Francisco, 
415-422-5555, usfca.edu. 


THEATER 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 


revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 


costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 


Come From Away: On September Tith 2001, as the 


full horror of the terror attacks became apparent, 
the US closed its airspace, grounding thousands 
of passenger jets heading in, out and throughout 
of North America. An astonishing 38 of them were 
forced to land in Gander, a remote Newfoundland 
town with a population of just 9,000 people. 
The arrival of the passengers boosted those 
numbers to nearly 20,000. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m.; Wednesdays, Saturdays, Sundays, 2 p.m.; 
Tuesdays-Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Continues through 
Feb. 3, $60-$130. Golden Gate Theatre, 1 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-551-2000, shnsf.com. 


Dragon in the Drop-Off Lane: The Marsh Berke- 


ley extends Lisa Rothman’s “Dragon in the 
Drop-Off Lane.” This hilarious and cautionary 
tale describes what happens when Rothman's 
Oakland-raised kids venture into the fairytale 
world of Marin, where all the children seem 
to know how to sew, speak in a “Crystal Cave 
whisper,” and decorate their (vegan) ginger- 
bread men with stevia icing, carob chips, and 
unsweetened coconut flakes. A wry, comedic, 
and incisive look at the profound societal dif- 
ferences between gritty East Bay living and the 
idealized-to-the-point of ridiculous realm of 
Marin. Fridays, 5 p.m. Continues through Feb. 
23, $20-$35 sliding scale, $55-$100 reserved, 
415-282-3055, marsh@themarsh.org, themarsh. 
org/dragon_in_drop_off_lane/lisa-rothman-2/. 
The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 
themarsh.org. 


King of the Yees: For nearly 20 years, playwright 


Lauren Yee's father Larry has been a driving force 
inthe Yee Family Association, a seemingly obso- 
lescent Chinese American men’s club formed 150 
years ago in the wake of the Gold Rush. But when 
her father goes missing, Lauren must plunge 
into the rabbit hole of San Francisco Chinatown 
and confront a world both foreign and familiar. 
At once bitingly hilarious and heartbreakingly 
honest, King of the Yees is an epic joyride 
across cultural, national, and familial borders 
that explores what it truly means to be a Yee. 
January 22nd to March 2nd. See sfplayhouse. 
org for full showtime information Through March 
2, $120+. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
San Francisco, 415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 


The Marsh San Francisco Extends “A History of 


World War Il: The D-Day Invasion to the Fall 
of Berlin’’: The Marsh San Francisco announces 
the extension of multi award-winning actor/ 
playwright and Theatre Rhinoceros Artistic 
Director John Fisher's acclaimed solo show “A 
History of World War II: The D-Day Invasion to the 
Fall of Berlin.” Offering a compendium of facts 
about WWII from the bungled plot to assassinate 
Hitler (‘A mess! Organized by a bunch of loser 
bureaucrats!’’) to the big secret - how the 
Russians won the war for us (‘They did all the 
work!’’), this lauded production also surveys 
the best books on the topic and demonstrates 
how WWII helped Fisher win boyhood battles 
with his older brother. Saturdays, 8:30-10 p.m.; 
Thursdays, 8-9:30 p.m. Continues through Jan. 


SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO PROGRAM IMPACTION EFFECTIVE FALL 2020 


San Francisco State University will hold a series of three public hearings to discuss 
proposed changes to admissions guidelines for the 2020-2021 academic year. These 
changes will affect freshmen and community college transfers. The proposed changes 

involve the removal of impaction at the program level at San Francisco State University 
for five (5) majors. To receive input from the public, hearings will be held on: 


Friday, 02/22/19, 11am-12pm, City of College of San Francisco, MUB 39 (Room M27) 
Friday, 03/01/19, 4-6pm, College of San Mateo, Building 10, Room 468 
Monday, 03/04/19, 11am-12pm, SFSU, Student Services Building, Room 101 


These meetings are wheelchair accessible. Individuals requiring other accommodations 
should contact SF State at 415-338-7227 as soon as possible. For more information on 
San Francisco State University program impaction, please visit the Impaction website at 


http://future.sfsu.edu/impaction 





31, $20-$35 sliding scale, $55-$100 reserved, 
415-282-3055, marsh@themarsh.org, themarsh. 
org/history_of_world_war_ii/john-fisher/. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 
themarsh.org. 


The Marsh San Francisco Presents “The Waiting 


Period”: The Marsh San Francisco adds five 
free performances of Brian Copeland's ‘The 
Waiting Period,” due to ongoing support from 
a GoFundMe campaign and generous corporate 
contributions from Fremont Bank and OSlsoft in 
San Leandro. This deeply moving and surprisingly 
funny work outlines Copeland's own struggles 
with depression and suicidal thought, and is 
presented at no cost to remove all barriers for 
those who may be struggling with depression 
themselves. Featuring humorous, poignant, and 
riveting insights, the solo show is written by Brian 
Copeland and directed by David Ford. Sun., Feb. 3, 
5:30 p.m.; Sun., March 3, 5:30 p.m.; Sun., March 
17, 5:30 p.m., General admission is free, although 
reservations are recommended, 415-282-3055, 
marsh@themarsh.org, themarsh.org/waitingpe- 
riod/brian-copeland-4/. The Marsh Theater, 1062 
Valencia, San Francisco, themarsh.org. 


Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, perfor- 


mance artists, and others take the stage at this 
regular staging of works in progress. Mondays, 
7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 415-826-5750, themarsh.org. 


The News: Monthly series of queer performance art. 


First Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m. SOMArts 
Cultural Center, 934 Brannan, San Francisco, 
415-863-1414, somarts.org. 


San Francisco Neo-Futurists Present: The Infinite 


Wrench at PianoFight: The SF Neo-Futurists 
present The Infinite Wrench, an ever-chang- 
ing explosion of 2-minute plays. Join us as 
we explore the irrepressible, the honest, the 
WTF, and the new. Fridays, Saturdays, 9:30-11 
p.m., $14-19 at door; $18 online, 415-816-3691, 
info@sfneofuturists.com, www.sfneofuturists. 
com/. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
pianofight.com. 


Seascape: Tony and Obie Award-winning theatre 


director Pam McKinnon takes the reins with a 
stunning program of diverse, ground-breaking 
works during her inaugural season as the brand 
new ACT artistic director. McKinnon returns to 
explore the works of the playwright that earned 
her the 2013 Best Direction Tony, helming 
Edward Elbee’s Pulitzer Prize-winning, surreal 
masterpiece Seascape, a Satirical ode to the 
grand adventure of life, growing old and facing 
the fears in between., Nancy and Charlie, a 
middle-age couple find themselves on a deserted 
stretch of beach ruminating about their lives 
together. On the verge of retirement, they are 
discussing the problems in their relationship in 
light of this major life change when two talking 
lizards named Sarah and Leslie emerge from 
the waves and strike up a conversation with 
the couple. These evolutionary phenomenons 
hold up a bizarre mirror to Nancy and Charlie's 
interpersonal relationship where animal instincts 
and human nature collide. Tuesdays, Saturdays, 
Sundays, 2 p.m.; Tuesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 17, $65-$70. American 
Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-749-2228, act-sf.org. 


“Why Would I Mispronounce My Own Name?”’: Due 


to popular demand, Irma Herrera’s ‘‘Why Would | 
Mispronounce My Own Name?” will transfer from 
The Marsh San Francisco to The Marsh Berkeley in 
February. Weaving history and comedic insights 
into stories about names, this hit solo show sheds 
light and throws shade on societal prejudices and 
assumptions. When giving her name its correct 
Spanish pronunciation, she often gets the “where 
are you from?” question. The assumption: that 
she is a foreigner. Irma’s family has been in South 
Texas for generations, and the award-winning 
social justice activist, lawyer, and journalist 
thinks of herself as American as apple pie. 
Starting Feb. 3, Sundays, 2 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 
p.m. Continues through March 23, $20-$35 sliding 
scale, $55-$100 reserved, 415-282-3055, marsh@ 
themarsh.org, themarsh.org/uncategorized/ 
irma-herrera-berkeley/. The Marsh Berkeley, 
2120 Allston, Berkeley, themarsh.org. 
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Fyre, in the Hole 


The aftermath of two rival documentaries about the most disastrous music festival to date paint a portrait of how easy it is for cynical 
marketers to hijack the idea of community. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


In certain circles, the name 
Pablo Escobar carries a certain mystique: 
a sexy, uninhibited entitlement, a safe 
danger. His name is a shorthand for co- 
caine the same way “party favors” is, only 
more broadly marketable outside of text 
exchanges. You can use it to sell a cu- 
rated lifestyle to rich and mostly white 
20-somethings who will never have a 
gun pulled on them and who will never 
go to jail no matter what they do, and 
you can take more of their money than 
would fit in a single-engine plane used 
for international drug runs. We know 
this is true, because someone named 
Billy McFarland already did it. 

The Fyre Festival was a colossal 
fuck-up that was to take place over 
back-to-back weekends in the spring 
of 2017, a couple weeks after Radio- 
head, Lady Gaga, and Kendrick Lamar 
headlined Coachella. It was to be the 
ultraluxe version of that already-pret- 
ty-luxe, back-to-back-weekend festival 
in Indio, Calif., except billed as a fan- 
tasy getaway on a private island in the 
Bahamas with villas and sushi chefs. 
Fyre grew out of an app, also called 
Fyre, that would theoretically enable 
people to book megastars for their 
personal parties. Once rapper and 
entrepreneur Ja Rule got on board, it 
quickly expanded into that ultimate 
totem of millennial culture: a festival. 
With the help of super-duper-relevant 
marketers FuckJerry and a bunch of 
models and influencers with huge so- 
cial-media followings, Fyre was ready 
to launch — as an idea, anyway, albeit 
not a seaworthy one. 

Less than a year later — to switch 
out of a metaphor of drowning — the 
whole thing had become a Dumpster 
Fyre. And now we have two simul- 
taneous documentaries, a Volcano 
and a Dante’s Peak, one from Netflix 
(Fyre: The Greatest Party That Never 
Happened) and one from Hulu (Fyre 
Fraud). Each purports to expose 
the truth behind this social-media 
flameout and the culture of influenc- 
er-enza. 

The two docs have different 
strengths and frequently cover the 
same terrain, and they each have at 
least one major drawback. Netflix’s 
version is co-produced by Jerry Me- 
dia, Fyre’s initial marketing team — 
people who have every reason in the 
world to depict themselves as culpable 
dupes who bear little responsibility 
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over what happened. Meanwhile, 
Hulu paid McFarland $250,000 to in- 
terview him, essentially contributing 
to McFarland’s lifelong rolling jubilee 
of profit from fraud. (He allegedly de- 
manded $125,000 from Netflix, too, 
but Netflix refused.) 

Ethical quibbles notwithstanding, 
the composite story the two docs tell 
is damning to the nth degree, com- 
plete with a quintessential Company 
Man prepared to perform fellatio ona 
customs official to save $175,000. Vir- 
tually no one comes off looking smart 
or good, and those who are blameless 
are essentially pitiable, like the Baha- 
mian restaurant owner who fed doz- 
ens of stranded Americans partly out 
of the kindness of her heart. 

So how did what The New Yorker's 
Jia Tolentino describes as a “snow- 
balling scam of scams” get started? By 
dropping the name “Pablo Escobar,” 
of course. McFarland initially tried 
to station Fyre on Norman’s Cay, an 
island that the dead drug lord once 
used as a fortress for smuggling, but 
only on the condition that he not 
drop the name. Naturally, that was 
the first thing McFarland did. That vi- 
olation of terms nixed the agreement 
and set in motion a series of events 
that caused Fyre to take place ona 
gravelly, undeveloped section of Great 
Exuma on the same weekends as that 
island’s biggest annual event, a sailing 
regatta. (Only selective cartography 
made the festival footprint look like 
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an island.) Had the connection to the 
narcotraficante remained a private 
in-joke among the organizers, Fyre 
might have turned out a little better. 

It did not, since the FOMO of 
something that’s meant only for 
V.I.P.s is too strong for invitees to 
ignore. McFarland et al. sensed that 
Instagam’s powers of hype could be 
exploited to sell anything, particularly 
when that thing is pitched as exclu- 
sive. Once the Escobar island was off, 
a production crew brought some mod- 
els to another island in the Bahamas 
with wild pigs on it to show a promo 
video for a festival that they would 
then have to conjure from the either 
— even though nobody on the team 
had any experience with that kind of 
thing and everybody they spoke to 
who did said the timeline was impos- 
sible. Connecting with Ja Rule lent 
a mogul’s imprimatur to the whole 
thing, giving them cover to book — or 
say they booked — acts like Disclo- 
sure and Blink-182. 

Klaxons blaring, the warning signs 
flashed red from Day One. Fyre’s ini- 
tial orange tile Instagram post spread 
wildly, its blankness only adding to 
the seduction. Almost immediately 
afterward, its social media pages 
were merciless in deleting skeptical 
comments, particularly from noble 
trolls trying to save attendees from 
doom — and that mercilessness ex- 
tended to straightforward queries, 
like “What flight should I book?” They 


even blocked anyone whose comment 
included the word “festival.” 

No one in charge knew the answers 
to these questions, and the entire 
con depended on that information 
staying closely held. Like virtually 
everything else about the internet 
post-2009, Fyre looks like a big ruse 
for some bros to have sex with models 
on yachts and get paid for using other 
people’s money to make it all happen. 
Anyone who broached topics about 
logistics — including members of 
the inner circle — was banished for 
spreading “negativity.” And yet people 
bought tickets and flights. 

Relentless positivity in the face of 
(self-imposed) adversity is the core 
of Billy McFarland’s schtick. He’s 
probably a sociopath, but his hustle 
doesn’t translate well to the screen. 
The biggest problem with Netflix’s 
documentary is that everyone in- 
volved crows about Billy McFarland’s 
dark magic and ability to sell anybody 
anything. That assessment has to be 
at least partly true, because otherwise 
none of this would have happened, 
but there’s almost nothing in the doc- 
umentary that makes him out to bea 
slick operator. He’s far from telegenic. 
To be perfectly blunt, McFarland is 
a dorky white guy with a weak chin 
and a habit of swallowing parts of his 
words even when he’s calm. 

The Hulu doc does a better job 
grounding him and his various law- 
suits and controversies over selling 
things he doesn’t have, and not only 
because they paid for the privilege of 
sitting him down. Fossil-fuel execu- 
tive and investor Aubrey McLendon 
gave McFarland $500,000 and died 
under mysterious circumstances 
shortly after his shady business prac- 
tices came to light — and only Hulu 
brings him up. Same goes for putting 
the Bahamas in the proper context as 
a first-stop for would-be scammers. 

Watching both films, a few mys- 
teries remain unresolved. (Who is 
wry attendee William N. Finley IV, a 
performance artist or a Southern aris- 
tocrat?) And you come away almost 
wishing Fyre had truly descended into 
chaos. As is, it was mostly just people 
with money getting drunk and acting 
entitled as they tried to escape. Oth- 
ers fought over rain-soaked mattress- 
es and Facebook Live’d their discon- 
tent as act after act pulled out of per- 
forming. A flight back to America sat 
idling at the gate because there were 
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112 people aboard and the passenger 
manifest had 111 names — I would 
definitely have murdered that person, 
and so would you — while a few lucky 
influencers got the promised villas. 

Attendees had so many warnings 
and so many opportunities to cancel 
their plans, but still they came. Some 
influencers seemed very skeptical that 
Fyre would really happen even as they 
were packing their suitcases. Grifters 
like Billy McFarland succeed because 
of their ability to instantly explain 
everything away, to gaslight people 
into convincing themselves that it 
can’t possibly be that bad, until all of 
a sudden the proof is irrefutable and 
overwhelming. So who was at fault? 
Everyone. 

Maybe McFarland is the quintes- 
sential millennial, social media-savvy 
and self-involved to a frightening 
extent. Or maybe he hijacked every- 
thing fun about millennial culture and 
repackaged it for assholes who think 
they’re cool because they have lots 
and lots of money. The real question 
about Fyre is what we are supposed to 
make of that ultimate millennial val- 
ue, community. Because that’s really 
what festivals are: fleeting communi- 
ties where people venture out to expe- 
rience something wonderful together 
and certain norms are suspended. 

Clearly, Fyre did not fail spectac- 
ularly because it had good intentions 
that went awry in a heavy downpour. 
It failed because it succeeded at capi- 
talizing on a real hunger for real-life 
togetherness. Showering gullible 
young people with all the right buzz- 
words is what every brand does, and 
just because you may experience 
Schadenfreude Level 1,000 at the 
sight of affluent people retweeting a 
terrible sandwich doesn’t necessarily 
mean you can’t be marketed to, either. 
You can — and probably through so- 
cial-media algorithms. We are all cynics 
who want something to come along 
that disarms our skepticism complete- 
ly and makes us feel like we matter. In 
the end, Fyre was immersive only in 
the sense that it drowned in its own 
bullshit. But how badly we want to sus- 
pend our disbelief, and believe. 


Peter Lawrence Kane is SF Weekly’s 
editor-in-chief. 


pkane@sfweekly.com | @ @WannaCyber 
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By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Have you ever had a taco that 
sent electrical impulses running down 
both of your arms? Have you ever 
moaned, “Oh my fucking God” mid-bite 
with your mouth full of taco and your 
head cocked 90 degrees to one side? 
Have you ever felt like you had a fucking 
taco chakra and it was sitting on top of 
an acupuncture meridian and it was just 
qi, gi, qi through all eight of your extraor- 
dinary vessels? 

That might be the feeling you get 
upon biting into a mushroom mole 
taco at Tacos Oscar, a compound of 
brightly painted shipping containers in 
Temescal that grew in popularity ow- 
ing to word-of-mouth adoration and a 
strong Instagram following. (So many 
redecorated cacti!) The mole coloradito, 
found on one of the four rotating $4 
tacos that pretty much comprise the 
entire menu, is umami-earthy in that 
bottomless-chasm way that mole has, 
and with just enough pepitas and pick- 
led onions to give it some snap. Plus 
it’s vegan, possibly the tastiest single 
vegan item around short of a good old 
juicy peach. 

A close second, the fried huevo taco 
is even more comically overstuffed, 
not merely with the yolky egg but 
with crumbles of queso fresco and an 
alluringly sweet tomato-puya chile 
salsa. The third-place finisher, and 
only because it’s the least original, is 
the tomatillo-braised pork chili verde. 
It’s not technically carnitas because 
it’s made with a shoulder not a butt, 
although it’s in the general family, 
and it’s pretty great even if the chich- 
arrones were few and far between. 
Bringing up the rear — and this, too, 
is pretty much by default — is another 
vegan offering, a charred-broccoli taco 
with a smoky peanut sauce and a faint 
trace of cilantro. 

Beyond the fillings, what makes 
these tacos so good are the handmade 
tortillas. Neither pillowy nor tough, 
they’re good, but what makes them en- 
joyable is the lack of standardization. 
Some are a little thicker, others have 
been left on the flame a little longer. 
You never know until you take that 
first bite. 

Oscar Michel and his partner Jake 
Weiss toiled for five years around Oak- 
land before opening this compact taco 
yard, which lacks true indoor seating 
but comes with heat lamps and a gen- 
eral sense of shelter. For the design 
scheme, they credit Luis Barragan, the 
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El Pipila’s picadilllo 
sopes owe everything 
to those corn masa 
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Mexican modernist architect whose 
cremains have been turned into a 
diamond, although the amazingly 
eggs-on-legs restroom art is more like 
a trippy pre-K than the Casa Gilardi. 
Just mind that you don’t head there 
on a Wednesday, when Tacos Oscar is 
closed. 

Meanwhile, in SoMa, Guanajuato 
native Guadalupe Guerrero has opened 
E] Pipila in a handsomer-than-average 
new building around the block from 
Zynga. That area is a full-on hotspot 
these days, with pizza and coffee and 
the ever-growing Omakase Group's lat- 
est fast-casual spot Udon Time close by. 

A La Cocina alumna whose food has 
popped up at Off the Grid Fort Mason 
and Picnic at the Presidio, Guerrero 
named her eatery for a civic hero. El 
Pipila, born Juan José de los Reyes 
Martinez Amaro, is sort of a Paul 
Revere figure from the Mexican War 
of Independence, lovingly nicknamed 
after the sound a turkey makes be- 
cause it approximated his laugh. As 
Guanajuato is a mining state in central 
Mexico, El Pipila’s signature dish is a 
traditional miners’ lunch — enchila- 


das mineras — stuffed with vegetables 
like carrots and zucchini with a to- 
mato-onion sauce that’s as addicting 
as what comes on Tacos Oscar’s fried 
huevo tacos. 

Better still is the sope salad, an 
orgy of picadillos or vegetables over 
plenty of pinto beans, crema, and 
queso fresco atop an extra-thick layer 
of masa that absorbs all of its essence. 
A note about that picadillo, which 
is often such a humdrum meat that 
you may want to skip it. Don't. At El 
Pipila, the ground beef is prepared in 
a traditional manner with potatoes, 
onion, and tomatoes, so that it’s prac- 
tically a chili. 

What set Guerrero on the path 
to this brick-and-mortar is her $15 
pozole verde, an ultra-heartening 
hominy broth with a ton of lime and 
slices of watermelon radish that have 
been quartered so that they look like 
pink Japanese fans. It’s peppery, with 
plenty of chicken for heft — plus a 
sneaky bit of bacon, too. Get it with an 
agua fresca, and be prepared for the 
one with kale to taste even better than 
the one containing mango. 





Photo by Peter Lawrence Kane 


The worst things that can be said 
about El Pipila are that the tortilla 
chips are in strips that break when 
you try to scoop up some salsa, and it 
can be an uncomfortable counter to 
sit at, although maybe only if you're 
longer-legged. (The knees press hard 
against the wall, and the stools aren't 
made for shifting diagonally.) But like 
Oscar’s mushroom mole taco, the po- 
zole is incredibly good — and the two 
together demonstrate the breadth of 
what contemporary Mexican cooking is 
up to right now. 


Peter Lawrence Kane is SF Weekly’s 
editor-in-chief. 


pkane@sfweekly.com | @ @WannaCyber 


Tacos Oscar, 
420 40th St., Oakland, no phone or 
website, @tacososcar. 


El Pipila, 


879 Brannan St., 
510-684-9456 or elpipila.com 
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HOME OF 
WORLD-FAMOUS 
IRISH COFFEE 


BUENA VISTA CAFE 
2765 Hyde Street (at Beach) 
San Francisco | 415 474 5044 
wwww.thebuenavista.com 
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Hand Made and Fresh 
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KUNG CF NOODLES 
ee Hand Pulled Everyday sum 


1639 Irving St. 415-566-8318 
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Broadway Grill 
1400 Broadway, Burlingame 
(650) 343-9333 
bwarill.com 


BERKELEY 


Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 
2377 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 


BRISBANE 


7 Mile House 
2800 Bayshore Blvd. 
(415) 467-2343 
7milehouse.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 
3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 
3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 
(415) 346-4900 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’'s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
234/ 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 


333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John's Grill 
63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsgrill.com 
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The Original Tommy's Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 
425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 
439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 
525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 
ggtaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 
3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 
kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 
401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


FISHERMAN'S WHARF 


Hot Spud 
2640 Mason St, San Francisco 
(415) 399-1065 
hotspudsf.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 
233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate's Kitchen 
A7| Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 
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Cal Mart 
585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 
calmartnv.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Maybeck's 
3213 Scott St., San Francisco 
(415) 400-8500 
maybecks.com 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415) 757-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
Silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 
509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 


Eiji 
317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 
3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 
546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 
1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Original U.S. Restaurant 
414 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 398-1300 
Originalusrestaurant.com 


Rose Pistola 
532 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 399-0499 
rosepistolasf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 
1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 
300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 
2/65 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Sky Lounge 
76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 





Escape From New York Pizza 


715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 
171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 
goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 


Mathilde French Bistro 
315 5th St, San Francisco 
(415) 546-6128 
mathildesf.com 


Oasis Grill 
T1I-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 
oasisgrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
2|st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 
3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


UNION SQUARE 


Hot Spud 
845 Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 399-1065 
hotspudsf.com 
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Go Eat This Now: 
Cubano Tortas at 
That's It Market 


By Ryan Basso 
As a young boy, long before 


moving out West, | idolized writers and 
travelers like Kerouac and Hemingway. I 
stayed up late to sneak episodes of No 


Reservations with Anthony Bourdain on 
the Travel Channel. He had tattoos and 
smoked cigarettes. He ate sweetbreads 
and fried cheese. He was a rock star. I can 
still vividly remember watching the epi- 
sode when he came to San Francisco, 
walking from Zam Zam’s to Swan Oyster 
Depot, House of Prime Rib and Fisher- 
man’s Wharf. Then he found himself at a 
liquor store in the Mission that serveda 
sandwich the size of a sofa. I knew some- 
day I was going to try that sandwich, and 
now | eat it more than I care to admit. 
That’s It Liquor Store on Mission 
Street between 23rd and 24th streets 
is just like any other corner store that 
sells beer, lottery tickets, and Slim 
Jims. What sets That’s It apart from 
everywhere else is their tortas. Packed 


Mi 
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SPECIAL MARGARITA 


415.255.8201 © 546 VALENCIA ST 
¢ 2950 25TH ST IN LA MISSION 
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Cubano 


Photo by Ryan Basso 


to the crust with different meats and 
fillings, there is absolutely no other 
sandwich like this in the Bay Area. For 
$8.50, the Milanesa comes with bread- 
ed beef or chicken, lettuce, tomato, 
cheese, avocado, jalapefio, sour cream, 
mayo, and optional beans — and that’s 
the kid stuff. What I come here for is 
the real business, the Cubano. 

I walk through the front door and 
pull up a seat at a counter with about 
six stools. In front of me is a large 
plancha throwing aromas of ham, 
bacon, and eggs. Laid out are massive 
loaves of bread, sliced and slathered 
with crema and queso fresco. And then 
it arrives. Looking more like the layers 
of the earth’s mantle and core than 
those of a sandwich, the Cubano con- 


+ A SPECIAL APPETIZER 


IN LA MISSION 


cp © @PuertoAlegreSF 


sists of breaded beef or chicken, ham, 
bacon, chorizo, eggs, hot dogs — yes, 
hot dogs — lettuce, tomato, cheese, av- 
ocado, jalapefio, sour cream, mayo, and 
those same optional beans. The sheer 
amount of color and textures that 
meld together this titan is astonishing. 
The thing sits about four inches tall 
and weighs as much as a bag of apples. 
The meaty layers gel together and ooze 
into the spicy peppers. The scrambled 
eggs are smooth and springy, while the 
queso fresco cools everything down. 
And as for the hot dogs, they’re just 
the cherry on this why-the-hell-not 
sundae. 

Sitting in a liquor store and tackling 
a delicious Mexican sandwich on a sun- 
ny afternoon is about as San Francisco 
as it gets. But I’m telling you, do not 
take this task lightly. If this monster 
sounds overwhelming to you, you're 
right, it is. This is Bourdain territory, 
folks. This is the big leagues, baby, but 
if you think you're game enough, it’s 
time to step up to the plate. 


That’s It Market, 
2699 Mission St., 
415-285-9833, no website. 


Abstract 
Expressionists 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Pop-ups have a lot of virtues, for 
chef and diner alike, but excellence 
straight out of the gate isn’t always one 
of them. While it’s helpful to have an- 
other pipeline toward the eventual goal 
of a brick-and-mortar, patrons may need 
to be a little more forgiving than usual of 
botched delivery and various rookie mis- 
takes. 

Not at Abstract Table, Andrew 
Greene and Duncan Kwitkor’s peri- 
odic pop-up at Uptown Oakland’s The 
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Dumpling ERA 
650-737-9899 


¢ NOODLES 
¢ DUMPLINGS 
¢ SMALL PLATES 


FRESH, handmade 
FRESH, handmade 
& hand pulled 
EVERYDAY. 


354 El Camino Real, San Bruno, CA 94066 


Dumpligg EMPIRE, 
650-742-0838 


e DUMPLINGS 

e YUMMY SKEWERS 

e DIMSUM 

e MARINATED APPETIZERS 
There are more than 20 kinds of fresh 
handmade dumplings to choose 
from! 


216 Cypress Ave, South San Francisco, CA 
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“Breakfast, 
Lunch and 


‘Dinner all day 


| OPENZ4 HOURS : 
3991-A 17th* 
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Yo ama elalelcjere 


415-864-9795 
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GastroPig. The two worked together 

at Duchess, a short-lived Rockridge 
restaurant that admirably went for the 
breakfast-lunch-and-dinner trifecta 
and brought out dishes like a 55-hour 
pastrami sandwich and Dungeness 
crab fries with the sea-arachnid cara- 
pace sitting on top like it was calling 
dibs on itself. Duchess had a slightly 
rough charm, but Greene and Kwitkor 
have banished any trace of that with 
their polished new venture, with seat- 
ings on Friday and Saturday nights at 6 
p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

Fine Dining on Paper, Abstract 
Table’s first “exhibition” — their term, 
as both chefs studied painting at the 
San Francisco Art Institute, and a nod 
to the paper-lined trays on which they 
served food — lasted from September 
to November. The follow-up, Blizzard, 
may almost sound like we’re mocking 
the victims of the polar vortex, but it’s 
all about the sense of snow. At $50 for 
five courses and $70 for seven, you can 
treat yourself to some high-concept 
technical excellence with heart, a rare 
combination. 

Take the opener, a bowl of mussels 
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Excellent meal in an almighty baked potato! Farm fresh salads, | 
homemade soups, and gluten-free desserts made from scratch. 

| Come for lunch, dinner, or anytime in between. | 


on a baked potato or salad 
with a copy of this ad” 
Offer valid until February 15, 2019 


*OFFER VALID IN WESTFIELD LOCATION ONLY. Limit one coupon per 
| customer. Excludes delivery, catering, drinks, desserts, and soups. 


www.hotspudsf.com ¢ (415) 399-1065 
Check out our Fisherman Wharf’s location at 


Follow us on (fj (©) @sfhotspud 
2640 Mason St, San Francisco, CA 94133 
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with bacon dashi, charred citrus, anda 


BRUNCH 1 | 
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WW tekyets AND SANG RI AS a veil in the form ofa sweet- 
a ish cracker on top. It isn’t the easiest 
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30 people all at once, and the salt level 
in the dashi was exactly right. If you’ve 
HISTORIC, AWARD-WINNING, FAMILY AND DOG-FRIENDLY RESTAURANT, had enough repurposed subway tile as 
SPORTS BAR, AND LIVE MUSIC VENUE 
2800 BAYSHORE BLVD, BRISBANE 415-467-2343 7MILEHOUSE.COM 


a colorless backsplash, Abstract Table 
is here for you, serving a chicory salad 


on top of the tile. (I laughed.) While 
A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 


mostly bitter, a spray of rice-cracker 

brittle added a caramelized note to 

everything, enlivening what could oth- 
erwise be a very typical salad. 

This isn’t even the snow part, which 
begins as a light dusting of purple 
sweet-potato on some soba noodles 

North Beach Restaurant has 
served the finest Cucina Toscana in 
the Bay Area for more than 45 years. 
Famous for its home-cured prosciutto 
and the freshest caught wild fish in 
the Bay Area, the restaurant is a 
dining destination with great food, 


in the third course and moves into 
the only properly abstract dish on the 
award-winning wine list, relaxed 
atmosphere and superb service. 
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DIFFERENT. LOCAL. RELEVANT. FREE 
THE VOICE OF SAN FRANCISCO 
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Prime Rib Nights 


Every night 
at the Marina’s Best Kept Secret 


slate. That would be a wine-dark puff 
of pigment on a bit of goose, quince ge- 
lee, and some kohlrabi demi-glace, like 
something from the Saatchi Collection 
— except it has an almost Saison-es- 
que intensity, as if it were distilled into 
itself three times. 

The snowstorm winds down with 
maple-y candy cap ice cream snow atop 
birch-smoked whisky profiterole with 
candy cap creme anglaise. Profiteroles! 
It’s probably been awhile since you 
tasted a cream puff this elegant. 

This Blizzard will clear in a month’s 
time, and as of March 8, Abstract Table 
will return with Atoll, a showcase for 
everything that lives on or around 
coral reefs and islets (think wild boar, 
goat, and breadfruit). Barring a col- 
lapse of capitalism, Abstract Table is 
almost certain to acquire its own home 
eventually. Go get it now and brag that 
you did. 


— 
ty NORTH BEACH RESTAL RANT 





Serving continuously from 
11:30am -11:45pm 
Private Banquet Rooms (up to 135) 
Valet Parking 
1512 Stockton Street, San Francisco 


(415) 392-1700 
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Abstract Table, 
Fridays-Saturdays, 6 p.m. and 
8:30 p.m., at The GastroPig, 2123 
Franklin St., Oakland, 
abstracttable.com 


The Brazen Head 


Bar opens at 4pm e Dinner nightly 5o>m-1lam 
3166 Buchanan @ Greenwich e Tel: (415) 921-7600 
www.brazenheadsf.com 
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HOCK IT UP 





By Peter Lawrence Kane 


When Kate McKinnon played 
Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross on 
SNL, she said that federal workers could 
easily cope with the 35-day government 
shutdown if only they “liquidated some 
of their stocks or sold one of their paint- 
ings.” That was sure to get them through 
a “week or two of yacht maintenance.” 
Ha-ha, Republicans are so callous 
about the plight of ordinary people 
when they go a couple weeks without 
a paycheck through no fault of their 
own. Enter The Pawn Shop, a bar on 
Mission Street near the intersection 
with Sixth whose theme is exactly 
what its name suggests: a fake pawn 
shop. You enter by dialing a golden 
phone mounted to the door, and a guy 
behind a desk who might have on a wig 
like one Vicki Lawrence would wear on 
Mama’s Family sizes you up in exagger- 
ated New Yawkese accent before letting 
you in. If you engage with him, you'll 





find he’s quite witty and not reading 
from a script. 

Unless you're Googling it, The Pawn 
Shop is easy to find. You just hang 
a right at the desperate person who 
spread out a blanket full of junk on the 
curb in the hopes that they can eat and 
find a place to sleep that night, and 
you re practically there. 

In all likelihood, this faux-secret 
setup is an elaborate filter. You know 
how lots of San Francisco shops and 
restaurants pretend their restrooms 
are perpetually out of order, to keep 
certain people out? That’s probably 
what they’re doing here, through 
economic-desperation cosplay. One 
clue in support of this theory is 
that the true interior has nothing 
pawn-shop-related about it. It’s really 
a tapas bar — one whose vestibule has 
some lava lamps and Matryushka dolls 
under glass, and a video-game console 
mounted to the wall. 


era 111: RB : 


No Pawn Intended 


The thing is, The Pawn Shop is ac- 
tually a pretty decent tapas bar. There 
isn’t a full liquor license, so it’s just 
beer-and-wine, but the palms-and-De- 
co vibe is comfy and the patatas bravas 
are crispy-gooey. The salad frisee is the 
best possible bad-for-you salad, with 
pancetta and deep-fried egg in the 
right proportions. You can have char- 
cuterie and oysters, too. During happy 
hour, two drinks and two bites will 
only run you $40, tax and tip included. 
The service is brisk and friendly, and 
overall, it’s a good place to kill time be- 
fore a show at Monarch — to which it 
is attached — or nearby Club 6. 

So when The Pawn Shop weathers 
the inevitable backlash over its brazen- 
ly tone-deaf conceit, it can dismantle 
the stuff in front, pay for a proper 
bouncer, and just have a regular bar 
without all the poverty tourism. It 
wont be hard at all — or at least, not 
as hard as parting with your wedding 


- = 


ring for a fraction of its value in order 
to secure a short-term loan at 150-per- 
cent interest. In fact, they’re inching 
there already, because when SF Weekly 
visited, picking up the golden phone 
wasn't even necessary to enter, since 
the front door was open. What was a 
little disconcerting, though, was that 
someone from the street was trying 
to unload some of his stuff for cash, 
possibly because the address used 





Pawn Shop 





Photo by Peter Lawrence Kane 


to contain a functioning operation 
where people once put cathode-ray 
televisions in hock. To his credit, the 
pawnbroker-actor directed the hapless 
guy to one of the real pawn shops else- 
where on Sixth Street, all without even 
breaking character. 


The Pawn Shop, 
993 Sixth St., 415-874-8041 or 
thepawnshop.com 


Driveways | Patios | Walkways | Pool Decks | SP Turf® 
BBQ Islands | Outdoor Lighting | & more! 





STATE OF THE 
ART DESIGN 


SYSTEM 
PAVERS* 


Outdoor Living 
Designed Around You* 


EXCEPTIONAL AND 
THOROUGH INSTALLATION 


UNMATCHED WORKMANSHIP 
WARRANTIES** 


UP TO 


25% 
OFF’ 


NO INTEREST 
UNTIL 


2021 






call today for your 
FREE CONSULTATION 


(844) 728-3552 


*All orders must be placed by January 31, 2019 and project installation must commence by March 31, 2019. 
**Discount varies by product and region. Design consultant will discuss details during appointment. 
tSubject to credit approval, call for details. | *tSee System Pavers written warranty for complete terms and 
conditions. | For new projects only. Cannot be combined with other project promotions. | CA Lic. #661575 
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¢ 


THUR JAN 31 ¢ 7PM - 2AM ¢ $8 


BROOKE TERRACE 
SILVERWARE 
GENTLE SPIRIT 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-—4:30AM ¢ FREE! 


SOUL FINGER 


MOODY, ORGAN-DRIVEN SOUL, FOLLOWED BY 
RAW AND WILD ‘60S R&B, SOUL AND FUNK! 


PRESENTED BY DJ TONEARM 


FRI FEB 1° 7PM-9:30PM ° $15 ADVANCE/ $20 DOOR 


“ABOUT LAST NIGHT: A ONE NIGHT 


STAND STORY TELLING SERIES” 
REAL PEOPLE SHARING REAL STORIES ABOUT 
HORRIFYING ONE NIGHT STANDS, AWKWARD 

HOOKUPS, & REGRETTABLE ROMPS 
7:00PM DOORS / 8:00PM SHOWTIME! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM 


BOOM! SHAK-A LAK-A 


DJ 2SHY-SHY, DJ MELT W/U 
FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/SYNTH-POP/INT'L 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


SAT FEB 2 ¢ 7PM - 9:45PM ¢ $8 


YOUNG ELDERS 
BILLY & DOLLY 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM 


EL SUPERRITMO! 


DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 
SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


SUN FEB 3 ¢ 7:30PM-10PM ¢ $5 


CLUTCH THE PEARLS 


DRAG SHOW W/ HOST CHURRO NOMI! 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM « FREE! 


DIMENSIONS 
W/ DJS JUSTIN & KURT 


TECHNICOLOR SOUNDS: SOFT VINYL SOUL 


MON FEB 4 ¢ 7:30PM - 11PM ¢ FREE! 


THE MONDAY MAKE-OUT 


CUTTING EDGE BAY AREA JAZZ & IMPROV 


TUE FEB 5 6PM - 9:30PM ¢ FREE! 
ARCHIVE FEVER 
INDIE POP, (86, PUNK, NEW WAVE, 
POWERPOP, ROCK N ROLL 
W/ DJ ANDY & GUESTS 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM ¢ FREE! 


SLOW JAMS 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WED FEB 6 ¢ 6PM - 9:30PM « FREE! 


DJ LACY LUST! 


HEAVY METAL, GLAM, CROTCH ROCK! 
FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM-2AM « FREE! 


CHUB-E-FREEZ! 


DJS SWIFTUMZ & FRESH FITZ 
OLD SCHOOL HIP-HOP, ALL VINYL, 


PERIOD ATTIRE HIGHLY ENCOURAGED! 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-3997 * www.makeoutroom.com 











Se N\A, 


Are You Ready for CeCe Peniston? 


The Hard French Winter Ball once again does what it does best: Entice an R&B or dance legend to perform. 


This year, it's both at once. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


“T do feel like R&B artists are 
fighting harder,” CeCe Peniston says of 
the current hip-hop-dominated music 
climate. “You have to work so much 
harder. Instagram is always upping dif- 
ferent things, and you have to stay on 
top of that. I know there are artists who 
are, ‘Oh, [hate social media!’ But it’s your 
job, and you have to be in tune with ev- 
erything going on.” 

A performer with at least a five-oc- 
tave range, Peniston once performed 
at Aretha Franklin’s birthday — at the 
Queen of Soul’s request — and at both 
of Bill Clinton’s inaugurations, so no 
one can accuse her of failing to work 
hard or keep up. And San Francisco 
will get her close up on Saturday, Feb. 
2, when she headlines the annual Hard 
French Winter Ball. 

Once an every-Saturday-after- 
noon-during-the-warmer-months on 
the patio at El Rio, that soul collective 
now throws two parties a year — Hard 
French Hearts Los Homos on Pride 
Sunday, and the Winter Ball — plus 
the occasional one-off. Peniston knows 
that this is a fancy-dress affair, one of 
the broadest possible cross-sections of 
San Francisco party people, and that 
oh yes, there will be queens. 

“I know it’s gonna be the girls, and 
it’s gonna be a great crowd, and they 
want to hear some dance music,” she 
tells SF Weekly from her home in Ari- 
zona. ‘I love it over-the-top. That’s one 
thing I love about the girls: They’re like, 
‘Oh no, honey, please don’t be basic! 
Because if you are, we're going to turn 
the party out on you. Please come ready 
to go.’ And that’s what I love. 

“The LGBT community has been so 
good to me ever since like 1991,” Penis- 
ton adds. “They’ve given me so much 
love and support, so I can go over-the- 
top. I love it. I can play Barbie!” 

Undoubtedly a household name on 
the basis of her early-’90s smash “Final- 
ly” — which may hold a world record 
for number of remixes — Peniston is a 
tireless artist who seems to instinctively 
follow Joan Rivers’ dictum for staying 
in the limelight: Never take a vacation. 
She scored five No. 1 hits on the Bill- 
board Dance Club Songs chart, she was 
the most junior member of the gospel 
supergroup Sisters of Glory, and she’s 
acted in films and in stage productions 
such as The Wiz. She also worked on 
the soundtrack for The Family Business, 
the eight-part crime drama now airing 
on BET. 
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Reality TV isn’t always respectful 
toward women of color, but Peniston’s 
natural ebullience swept her along 
through a season of Celebrity Wife Swap 
— and not only would she consider 
working in the medium again, she has 
a call with a producer scheduled for im- 
mediately after we hang up. She’s also 
entering the world of cannabis with a 
CBD, something she’s taken a bit of flak 
for (although not as much as a pic she 
posted on New Year’s Day that shows 
her flashing a little behind — if rather 
regally). 

Peniston’s biggest worry about the 
Winter Ball is making sure her set is 
nothing anyone has seen already. 

“Audiences get bored,” she says. “If I 
change my wig everyday but [I’m still] 
doing the same show? Please, I know 
how people are — and they want the 
new. And I have a new single out called 
‘Are You Ready?’ with Four80East out 
of Toronto. We're getting a pretty nice 
response." 

While touring with the Sisters of 
Glory — among them Phoebe Snow, 
Lois Walden, Albertina Walker, and 
2018 Winter Ball special guest Thel- 
ma Houston — Peniston performed 
at Woodstock ’94 and at the Vatican 
alongside Andrea Bocelli, all within 
a four-month period. At least a gen- 
eration younger than the rest of her 
cohort, she says it was a blessing and 
an honor to share the stage with them. 
Receiving a rosary from Pope John Paul 
II in a room with only 10 other people 
was a special moment, but waking up a 
bunch of bleary-eyed festival-goers in 
Upstate New York after having lost her 
cosmetics on a golf cart en route to the 
stage was certainly stranger. 

“Do you know that someone re- 
turned my box with all my makeup? 
Because a girl needs her lashes, honey! 
Where’s my damn box at?” Peniston 
recalls. “And we were in the gospel sec- 
tion at Woodstock, starting everybody 
off, and they were just throwing people 
around, like [sings] ‘Oh, Lo-o-o-ord!’ 
And you see somebody hurled over in 
the mud just trying to freaking not cry. 
And I’m crying laughing. I’m gonna 
laugh in the middle of this song because 
that person got tossed in the crowd 
— and they landed in the middle of a 
crowd that didn’t catch them.” 

As for “Finally,” well, it wasn’t just 
some number Peniston was handed 
because a record executive thought she 
had the look. She wrote it. While she 
admits being so closely identified with 
one song is a double-edged sword — 


CeCe Peniston is the 
latest in a long run of 
divas to play the Hard 
French Winter Ball. 





listen to her cover of Jocelyn Brown’s 
“Somebody Else’s Guy” if you don’t 
already know it, and “Keep on Walkin’, ” 
of course — it’s spurred her to develop 
greater breadth in her live shows. 

“I can do an all-R&B show, I can 
do an all-EDM show, and I can do an 
all-dance show,” she says. “Not many 
people are blessed with that. So when I 
say that I don’t want to be known just 
for ‘Finally, I don’t say that lightly. ’m 


Courtesy photo 


grateful. As long as it’s bringing that 
money in, honey, let’s go! You want me 
to put a catsuit on? Let’s go!” 


Hard French Winter Ball, 
featuring CeCe Peniston, Saturday, 
Feb. 2,9 p.m.-2.a.m., at Gray Area/ 
Grand Theater, 2665 Mission St. 
$22-$27, hardfrench.com 


_MUSIC _\ 17'S AWESOME TO TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR WORK LIKETHAT’ ANN 


Rocksmith 


Sonny Smith of Sonny & the Sunsets has anew label, Rocks in Your Head Records. Why take on such responsibility? 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Quintessential San Francisco 
garage rocker Sonny Smith (of Sonny & 
the Sunsets) is about as plugged-in to the 
scene as anyone. Having released half a 
dozen full-length records and gotten his 
fingers in innumerable other projects, he 
decided to crowdfund a new idea: 
launching a record label with the self-ef- 
facing name Rocks in Your Head. Smith 
is not about to erect a mid-rise building 
in the shape of a stack of records, but 
mogul-dom awaits. 

“If things are going well, I'd like to 
be able to put out an album every cou- 
ple months,” Smith tells SF Weekly. “Td 
like it to grow to where it’s a functional 
label and you're putting things out you 
believe in all the time and not drown 
in things that you're just doing” for the 
sake of doing it. 

“The first year, it might be one every 
three or four months and the second 
year, maybe one every two or three 
months, and you move up like that,” he 
adds, chuckling. “Someday, there’ll be 
one every day!” 

Three hundred sixty-five records a 
year might be a tall order, but Rocks in 
Your Head Records is off to an auspi- 
cious start, with its Indiegogo campaign 
rounding the three-quarters mark with 
six weeks left to get to the $15,000 
total. And Sonny & the Sunsets’ new 
album, Hairdressers from Heaven, arrives 
on April 1 with none other than James 
Mercer of The Shins as a producer. 

But overall, it’s not merely the cost 
that’s daunting. Smith admits to being 
hesitant about putting himself in a po- 
sition of responsibility for other artists’ 
work. But when it came time to shop 
Hairdressers around, he realized he was 
dragging his feet in reaching out to oth- 
er labels because deep down, he wanted 
to do it himself. 

“It’s awesome to take control of your 
work like that,” Smith says Mercer told 
him. But it will be a long road. 

“It’s time-consuming,” Smith says of 
the venture. “Like opening a restaurant 
or a business, you have to learn it from 
scratch and get everything in place. I 
have some people helping me, so it’s fun 
and it’s great, but it’s an uphill climb. 

... At some point, two years from now, 
there'll have to be some sort of analysis 
to make sure it’s viable.” 

After Hairdressers from Heaven, 
Rocks in Your Head is set to release a 
compilation album of San Francisco 
acts, a record that will be a very public 
boost of support for San Francisco mu- 
sicians while gauging this town’s overall 
temperature. 


Smith happily ticks off the list of 
acts he was happy to include on the 
compilation, including April Maga- 
zine, Blue Ocean, Cindy, and “a band 
called Galore that I basically decided 
I like so much, they might be the first 
band I sign, and I’m going to produce 
their whole record in a couple weeks.” 
There’s no anticipated release date, 
but it seems that if nothing else, being 
head honcho in charge has given Smith 
a bit of perspective on matters. 

“There’s a great teenage band called 
Preschool, and they write great songs,” 
he says. “When I was recording them, 
I was like like ‘Shouldn't rock ’n’ roll 


be made by teenagers? When did it get 
taken over by 55-year-olds?” 

And as he implies in the Indiegogo 
video, one purpose of Rocks in Your 
Head is to buck up a city that’s taken 
some licks. Between an exodus of bands 
to cheaper cities and some ugly and 
premature journalism about how “San 
Francisco’s music scene is dead,” the city 
might need this kind of leadership. 

“T’ve just been noticing that there’s 
more and more artists and bands — 
particularly in the Sunset and on this 
side of the city, which has been a little 
less invaded by the tech,” Smith says. 
“And more underground galleries and 
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shows, and I thought, “This fucking 
city is not dead like people thought. It 
wasn't destroyed and there’s a lot of 
artists making really weird stuff. And 
I just thought I got kind of inspired 
and I thought, ‘If I do a label, I don’t 
want it to be one of those labels where 
artists just make it so they can put out 
their own stuff. I want to make it for 
San Francisco. ” 


Peter Lawrence Kane is SF Weekly’s 
editor-in-chief. 


pkane@sfweekly.com | © @WannaCyber 


FEATURING: 
PLINY THE ELDER. ALL DAY, EVERY DAY. 
KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 4:00 PM 


THUR JAN 31 


THROWBACK 
THURSDAY 


THE STEVE MCQUEEN: A CAN OF 
ANCHOR CALIFORNIA LAGER AND 
A SHOT OF BULLEIT BOURBON FOR 
JUST $9 


LY Ue 

SUBLIMINALSF PRESENTS 
DISASTROID 
LOWCASTER 


HEAVY, SLUDGY NOISE ROCK THAT 
CHANNELS THE SOUNDS OF 90S 
GRUNGE, MODERN POST-METAL, 
AND THE AMPHETAMINE REPTILE 
BACK-CATALOG. 

DOORS 9PM / SHOW 10PM 

ALWAYS $5 COVER 


SUN FEB 3 


SERVICE INDUSTRY 
SUNDAY (8PM-2AM) 


PAYING BACK TO THE HARD WORKING 
SERVICE INDUSTRY WORKERS, WE 
OFFER YOU A BOTTLE OF LONE STAR 
BEER + A SHOT OF EL JIMADOR FOR 
JUST $8 


MON FEB 4 


FRESH SQUEEZE 
MONDAYS (4PM-8PM) 


EVERY MONDAY AFTERNOON CASSY 
BUSTS OUT THE FRESH FRUIT TO MAKE 
YOU TASTY PALOMAS, GREYHOUNDS, 
AND MORE TO WET YOUR WHISTLE 


TUE FEB 5 


TEQUILA TUESDAY 


$6 GETS YOU AN ICE COLD CAN 
OF TECATE AND SHOT OF EL 
JIMADOR TEQUILA 


WAS 


WHISKEY 
WEDNESDAY 


$6 GETS YOU AN ICE COLD 1202 CAN OF 
PBR AND A SHOT OF JIM BEAM 


COMING SOON! 


SAT FEB 9 
DEPTH CHARGE PRESENTS - 
PINS OF LIGHT 


(10TH ANNIVERSARY / 
SHANE’S BIRTHDAY) 


CHARGER 


10 YEARS OF PINS OF LIGHT 
BRINGING THE NOISE TO SF! 
DOORS 9PM /SHOW 10PM 
ALWAYS $5 COVER 





BENDERS BAR & GRILL 


806.S. VAN NESS @ 19TH 
415.824.1800 
MONDAY-SUNDAY 
2PM-2AM 
WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 
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MUSIC \ CONCERT & CLUB LISTINGS IKK 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or to 
have a listing added, email (Calendar@sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F..CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our 
Concerts section lists major shows and special 
events. Call individual clubs for show details. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 
A415 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 





Levis and Carharff pants 
Carhartt jackets starting 
Men’‘s and Boy's Suifs 
Boy's Dickies pants 


Tuxedos & Accessories 





anak 


ALL IMWENTORY MUST BE SOLU 


THURSDAY, JAN. 31 


ROCK 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Bluegrass 
& Old-Time Music Jam Session, Last Thursday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Acous- 
tic Open Mic with Josh Beemish, 7 p.m., free. 
Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Balms, w/ Perhapsy, Swayed, Rip Room, 8 

p.m., $12. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Bill Laswell 
& Friends Residency, see thechapelsf.com for full 
information on shows, Through Feb. 8, $55. Real 
Estate, w/ Confusing Mix of Nations, Business of 
Dreams, Healing Potpourri, Mad Alchemy Liquid 


$24.99 
$34.99 
$10.00 
$1.00 
80’ OFF 


UP 10 80% 


MOST MERCHANDISE 


SICGCL $ 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 
2366 MISSION ST. (BTWN. 19TH & 20TH) 
415.824.7729 
WWW.SIEGELS-CLOTHING-SUPERSTORE.SFPRINTMEDIA.COM 
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Light Show, Thu., Jan. 31, 9 p.m.; Fri., Feb. 1, 9 
p.m.; Sat., Feb. 2, 9 p.m., $35. 

The Condor Club: 560 Broadway, San Francisco. 
The Bloozdogz, Fridays, 3-7 p.m.; Thursdays, 
4-7 p.m., Free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Eliz- 
abeth & The Catapult, w/ Azuah, VAVA, 8 p.m., 
hotelutahevents@gmail.com. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Smoked 
Out Soul, 9 p.m., $5, smokedoutsoulmusic@ 
gmail.com. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Bootleg Sunshine, w/ Herbert Bail, Justin Sea- 
grave, 8 p.m., $15. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. Sun- 
dance Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station 
John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “My So-Called 
Night,” ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge Terez & 
Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Picante,” 
w/ DJ Marco & guest DJs, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 
Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class of ‘84,” 
w/ DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous 
Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Takeover 
Thursday, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Wild 
Thought Thursdays, 10 p.m., $10. 

Love + Propaganda: 85 Campton Place, San 
Francisco. Computer Love, Free. 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. 
LSG New Music Series, 8 p.m., $6. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Thirst Trap Thursday, The latest hip-hop and Top 
40 jams with DJ Eric Brian, 9 p.m., Free. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. BFF.fm, w/ 
Drew Smith. Rotating BFF.fm DJs spin a variety 
of tunes including indie rock, garage, electronic 
music, and more., 9 p.m., Free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Throwback 
Thursdays,” w/ DJ Jorge Terez, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., 
Free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. 1999," w/ DJ 
Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. Dance Ka- 
raoke, Dance Karaoke Thursdays with DJ Purple 
is like no other karaoke night around., 9:30 p.m. 
continues through Feb. 1, free. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. ‘‘Next Level 
Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Bubble,” 10 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. Tallbois House, 
Crack open the new year with a few Tallbois @ 
Wish SF, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, info@wishsf.com. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Groove 
Theory,” w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. 
“Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady 
Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 
10 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. Live Jazz 
at The Elite Cafe, Thursdays, 6:30-9:30 p.m., Free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


FRIDAY, FEB. 1 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Tino 
Drima, w/ Nobody's Baby, The She's, 9 p.m., $12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. Russian Solution, 9 p.m., $18. 

Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market, San Francisco. Lofi 


Satellites, w/ Jeff Desira, Manos Lindas, 7:30 
p.m., $10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Bill Laswell 
& Friends Residency, see thechapelsf.com for full 
information on shows, Through Feb. 8, $55. Real 
Estate, w/ Confusing Mix of Nations, Business of 
Dreams, Healing Potpourri, Mad Alchemy Liquid 
Light Show, Thu., Jan. 31, 9 p.m.; Fri., Feb. 1, 9 
p.m.; Sat., Feb. 2, 9 p.m., $35. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Ivor 
Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Condor Club: 560 Broadway, San Francisco. 
The Bloozdogz, Fridays, 3-7 p.m.; Thursdays, 
4-7 p.m., Free. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. “Take 
a Trip: Old Music for Dance People,” w/ DJ John 
Diaz, 10 p.m., free. 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San Fran- 
cisco. The Ghost Next Door, w/ Dress The Dead, 
The Venting Machine, Striplicker, 8:30 p.m., $15. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Oldies 
Night,” w/ DJs Primo, Daniel, Lost Cat, friends, 
first Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $4. 

LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco. Friday Night 
Blues, weekly blues dance lessons and DJ party, 
8 p.m., $11-$15. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Strike Iron, 
w/ Varona, 8 p.m., $13. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Lisa Kindred, 
first Friday of every month, 4 p.m.; Lonnie’s Eggs, 
first Friday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco. Jinx Jones & The 
KingTones, first Friday of every month, 9 p.m. 


DANCE 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY, JAN. 31 


Olafur Arnolds: 8 p.m., $35. Warfield 
Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY, FEB. 1 


Chicane: W/ 4 Strings, 9 p.m., $30. Mezza- 
nine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco. 

Fury: 8:30 p.m., $35. August Hall, 420 
Mason St, San Francisco. 

Richard Thompson: W/ Ryley Walker, 8 
p.m., $36.50. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

Scary Pockets: 9 p.m., $20. The Indepen- 
dent, 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY, FEB. 2 


ASAP Rocky: 8 p.m., $49.50, info@tope- 
ventpromoter.com. Bill Graham Civic 
Auditorium, 99 Grove, San Francisco. 

Fury: 8:30 p.m., $35. August Hall, 420 
Mason St, San Francisco. 

Hippie Sabotage: W/ Sebastian Paul, 9 
p.m., $29.50. Warfield Theatre, 982 
Market, San Francisco. 

Hippo Campus: W/ Now, Now, 8 p.m., 
$27.50. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland. 

The James Brown Dance Party: W/ 
George Porter Jr, Jerry Poindexter, 
Adam Chase, 9 p.m., $25. Mezzanine, 
444 Jessie, San Francisco. 

Lyrics Born: W/ Diego's Umbrella, 9 p.m., 
$25. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
San Francisco. 

Turkuaz: W/ paris_monster, 9 p.m., $25. 
The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


TUESDAY, FEB. 5 


Groundation: W/ Soul Ska, DJ Sep (Dub 
Mission), 9 p.m., $30. The Independent, 
628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 


WEDNESDAY, FEB. 6 


KEUNING: W/ Dangermaker, 8 p.m., $14. 
The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
San Francisco. 





1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Another 
First Friday, w/ Valee, Trapmoneybenny, Lakim, 
10 p.m., $18. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘Manimal," 9 
p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. | Candy, 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Strange- 
love,’ New Wave, industrial, goth, and gloomy 
‘80s with DJ Tomas Diablo, first Friday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

Columbus Cafe: 562 Green, San Francisco. SOUL 
TIME! Funky Soul First Fridays, DJ’s spinning 
1960's & 70's funk, soul, crossover, northern soul, 
and disco all on original vinyl 45 records., first 
Friday of every month, 8:30 p.m.-1a.m., Free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 lith St., San Francisco. Riddm 
Hours, w/ Helicopter Showdown, Xaebor, Seriph, 
Dare, Vatic, K9, J-Costa, first Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $17-$25. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San Francisco. 
Latino Fridays, World Class DJ’s playing the best 
Latin Hits x Top 40 x Hip Hop, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

The Great Northern: 119 Utah, San Francisco. The 
Funk Hunters, w/ JACKLNDN, 10 p.m., $18. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. “Flight 
Fridays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Stelios Vassi- 
loudis, w/ Emanate, Martin Aquino, 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Oasis: 298 Tith St., San Francisco. “Polyglamorous,” 
first Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $7-$10. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco. ““OMGF,” 
9:30 p.m. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Mark Farina 
(Mushroom Jazz/House) ALL NIGHT, Mark Farina 
plays amushroom jazz/house hybrid set all night 
long in the Public Works main room., 9:30 p.m., 
$19; Rent Control x TVOD present The Black 
Lodge, W/ Force Placement (Live), Kosmik, 
Simonowsky, The Creatrix., 9:30 p.m., Free with 
RSVP Before tipm, $5 after 11pm; Mark Farina, 
Mushroom Jazz / House hybrid set all night, 
9:30 p.m., $19. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Hard,” w/ DJ 
Haute Toddy, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Club Raven,” 
Every Friday with DJ Mark Andrus. Free before 
Tipm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, info@ravenbarsf.com. 

The Regency Ballroom: 1300 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco. Luca Lush, w/ Vindata, BTO 
Collective, 9 p.m., $25. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Daft 
Punk vs Beyonce, w/ DJ Omar, Aaron Axelsen, 
10 p.m., $12. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Vittles,” 
w/ DJ Bulldog Mike, first Friday of every month, 
8 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. ‘Soul 
Funky,’ w/ resident DJ Kevin Garcia, first Friday 
of every month, 7-10 p.m., free. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Dance 
Fridays,’ weekly salsa & bachata party, 7:30 p.m. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. *Flavasauce, Put 
a little groove into your happy hour every third 
Friday at *Flavasauce!, Every third Friday, 6-10 
p.m., Free, wishsfevents@gmail.com. 


HIP-HOP 


The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. Top 
40 Dance Party, DJ Souljah & guests, spinning 
current & classic hip hop, top 40 hits. No Cover, 
no dress code. 9pm-closing, $3 drink specials/ 
vodka cranberry/lemon drops. Pool Tables & Beer 
Pong, 9 p.m., Free. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Quinoa 
Co-Op, first Friday of every month, 8-10 p.m., 
Free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 9, 
8:30 p.m., $20. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Don 
Prell’s SeaBop Ensemble, first Friday of every 
month, 5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation per 
adult; Stu Pilorz/Mark Rinta Quartet, Stu Pllorz 
and Mark Rinta lead the band for a weekly 
after-work jazz party., Fridays, 5:30-8 p.m., $10 
suggested donation. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. John 
Kalleen Group, first Friday of every month, 7 p.m. 


House/Downtempo 


MARK FARINA 


9:30 p.m., Friday, Feb. 1, at Public Works. $19; publicsf.com 


A boundless creative force behind the decks for three decades, Mark Farina is a 
house music pioneer. With connections to the heydays of Chicago house and 
Detroit techno, Farina’s fearless musical approach has captivated audiences 
around the world, and has bestowed upon listeners his signature subgenre, 
“Mushroom Jazz.” Farina developed his technique while living in Chicago 
during the late 1980s, where he met house legend Derrick Carter, who would 
help expand Farina’s musical palate. A breakthrough came in 1989 when he re- 
leased his hit single, “Mood,” on Detroit techno pioneer Kevin Saunderson’s 
KMS Records. He would soon experiment with jazz-tinged downtempo in the 
early 90s, dubbing it Mushroom Jazz. It found a home in San Francisco, whose 
scene appreciated the psychedelic and carefree nature of Farina’s creation. Fari- 
na’s seminal Mushroom Jazz compilation series on record has garnered critical 
acclaim, but the producer has not ignored his original love for house music, 
which Farina often embraces with back-to-back DJ sets — or a rare hybrid set 
in the case of Friday night — of both traditional house and his inimitable brand 


of Mushroom Jazz. Tim Casagrande 


Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Her Skillet Lickin’ Soultet, first Friday 
of every month, 10 p.m. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco. 
Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 p.m., Free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Wrapped in 
Plastic, first Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 
9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 8 
p.m., free. 


ROCK 


Uptown Nightclub: 1928 Telegraph, Oakland. 
First Friday Showcase, A live music showcase 
celebrating Bay Area artists and musicians., first 
Friday of every month, 5 p.m., Free. 


SATURDAY, FEB. 2 


ROCK 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Blind 
Lemon Pledge, first Saturday of every month, 
7p.m., free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Doctor Striker, w/ The Wyatt Act, The Getz, 9 
p.m., $12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. Aaron Carter Love Tour, w/ Taylor 
Grey and Kicking Sunrise., 8-11 p.m., $18; Aaron 
Carter, w/ Xavier Toscano, Shawn Jermaine, 
Taylor Grey, 9 p.m., $20. 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Bill Laswell 
& Friends Residency, see thechapelsf.com for full 
information on shows, Through Feb. 8, $55. Real 
Estate, w/ Confusing Mix of Nations, Business of 
Dreams, Healing Potpourri, Mad Alchemy Liquid 
Light Show, Thu., Jan. 31, 9 p.m.; Fri., Feb. 1, 9 
p.m.; Sat., Feb. 2, 9 p.m., $35. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Satur- 
day Night Soul Party,” w/ DJs Lucky, Phengren 
Oswald, and Paul Paul, first Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $10 ($5 in formal attire). 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. A Night of Metal and Beer, w/ Khemmis, 
The Well, Hellfire, 6:30 p.m., $28. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Easy 
Tiger, w/ Ned and the Dirt, The Morning Yells, 
The Echo Exchange, 9 p.m.-midnight, $10, ho- 
telutahevents@gmail.com. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Christopher Sky, w/ Wes Willenbring, Alex Ness, 
Issaiah Vaca, 8 p.m., $15; Mechanical Turk, 
Mechanical Turk is a true Silicon Valley story 
— formed by 4 musicians with a variety of back- 
grounds in engineering and law. They shared the 
impulse of bringing some of the finest tunes of 
turkish pop-rock to the West Coast., 9 p.m., $20. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
“Americana Jukebox,” first Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The Jukes, 
first Saturday of every month, 4 p.m.; Daniel 
Castro, first Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 Ith St., San Francisco. The Lemon Twigs, 
w/ Jackie Cohen, 9 p.m., $27. 


Viles 


JANUARY 18 - MARCH 30 


$20 TICKETS 
$5 OFF WITH BACKSTAGE PASS 
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MUST BE 21+. LIVE ENTERTAINMENT TAX OF 9% NOT INCLUDED IN TICKET PRICE. MANAGEMENT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS. 
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Swedish American Hall: 2174 Market, San Fran- 
cisco. Eric Bachmann, w/ The Color Forty Nine, 
8 p.m., $25. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Pura, 
Reggaeton, Merengue, Salsa, Bachata, Cumbia, 
Hip Hop, Top 40, $10; “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Leisure,” 
w/ DJs Aaron & Omar, first Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $8. 

Codeword: 917 Folsom St, San Francisco. Boy 
Division, SF's Queerwave Dance Party! The spot 
to celebrate decades of music from classic New 
Wave and Britpop to contemporary Electro - with 
plenty of room to dance and mingle. Everyone is 
welcome!, first Saturday of every month, 9:30 
p.m.-2:30 a.m., $5-$8. 

DNA Lounge: 375 ith St., San Francisco. ‘Bootie 
S.F.," 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Francisco. 
“Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 before 11 p.m. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Rel8,” 
first Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 

The Great Northern: 119 Utah, San Francisco. 
Basta, 9 p.m., $65. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Holy Cow 
Saturday, Enjoy your favorite Hip Hop & Club Hits 
at high volume!, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Sinful- 
Saturdays, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, host@infusion- 
lounge-sf.com; “Infusion Saturdays,” 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., $10. 


Electronic/Funk 


THE FUNK HUNTERS 


Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Bounce!,” 
9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“The Prince & Michael Experience,” w/ DJ Dave 
Paul, first Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool 
Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Max Graham 
B2b John 00 Fleming, 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Mystopia 
Presents: ICONS, W/ Salinger, DJ Brian, Bradley 
P, Lord Price, Ed Aten, and more., 9:30 p.m., 
$12.50-$25; Mystopia Presents: ICONS, w/ 
Salinger (NYC), DJ Brian, Bradley P, Lord Price, 
Ed Aten and more, 9:30 p.m., $25. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Saturgay,”’ w/ 
DJ Stanley Frank, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free before 
10pm, $3 after. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. Club Raven 
- Throwbacks & More, Video DJ Mark Andrus 
spinning throwback music videos & more!, 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., $10, info@ravenbarsf.com. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. ‘“Spitroast,” 
first Saturday of every month, 9 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Go Bang!,” 
w/ DJs Sergio Fedasz, Steve Fabus, Prince Wolf, 
and guests, first Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., 
$10 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Push the Feeling,” w/ residents Yr Skull & Kevin 
Meenan, first Saturday of every month, 9 p.m. 


Photo by Mark Brennan 


10 p.m., Friday, Feb. 1, at Great Northern. $18; 


thegreatnorthernsf.com 


Combining feel-good funk with bass-heavy electronic beats for a unique sound 
that has captivated festival-goers and listeners around the world, The Funk 
Hunters have no genre restrictions on their versatile creative approach either 
live or in the studio. Composed of Nick Middleton and Duncan Smith, the Ca- 
nadian producers initially bonded over their shared love of dance music and 
old-school funk, and soon began DJing parties around the coast of British Co- 
lumbia. The duo would eventually begin producing a string of successful re- 
mixes for artists like Selena Gomez and Big Gigantic, along with original singles 
and collaborations. The Funk Hunters gained a massive following through con- 
sistent and energized festival appearances, including Coachella and Burning 
Man, and have become perennial favorites on the festival circuit with their ev- 
er-evolving sound. Last spring saw the release of the production duo’s debut 
studio album, Typecast, a multi-faceted and adrenaline-laced collection of par- 
ty-starting bangers that hears the duo with their most fully-realized sound. It 
was well worth the wait. Tim Casagrande 
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HIP-HOP 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Candy Rain,” first 
and third Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $3. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Cameo 
Fridays, Hip-hop from the 80's, 90's, and today’s 
Top 40, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. ‘| Love 
The City,” w/ DJs Sean G & Z-Mo, first Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. 80's 
and 90's Throwback Party, w/ DJs and MCs, 9 
p.m., Free. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, Saturdays, 
4-6 p.m., free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 9, 8:30 
p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Kami- 
kaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco. Caffe 
Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Damir, 
8 p.m. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 8 p.m. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 
Jeremiah Lockwood & Jewlia Eisenberg: ‘book 
Of J’ Album Release, Son of composer Larry 
Lockwood and the grandson of the legendary 
Cantor Jacob Konigsberg, guitarist and singer 
Jeremiah Lockwood performs with vocalist and 
Charming Hostess founder Jewlia Eisenberg in 
their duo project, Book of J. As described on 
Relix, their music is described as ‘new psalm- 
ody, drawing from Yiddish songs of ghosts and 
police violence, the rich biblical commentary of 
Black and White American traditional music, and 
piyutim (paraliturgical songs) with a queer bent. 
Expect old-time religion, radical politics, angels 
and demons, workers and bosses, diasporic 
languages, erotic longing, close-text reading, 
hard times resolved and destiny fulfilled.”, 7 
& 8:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. “Club 
Fuego,” 8 p.m. 


SUNDAY, FEB. 3 


ROCK 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Bill Laswell 
& Friends Residency, see thechapelsf.com for 
full information on shows, Through Feb. 8, $55. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. The Lux- 
omatics, 6 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The 
Quilters, w/ Beyond the Bridge, 6 p.m., $10, 
hotelutahevents@gmail.com. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Dimension, w/ DJs Justin & Kurt. Technicolor 
sounds: soft vinyl soul, first Sunday of every 
month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Efrim 
Manuel Menuck, w/ Kevin Doria, Earth Jerks, 
8 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues 
Power, 4 p.m.; P.A. Slim, first Sunday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. Sun- 
dance Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big Top,” 
9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco. “Kick It!: 
‘80s at 8,"" w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

EI! Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Daytime Real- 
ness, Heklina, Stanley Frank & DJ Carnita present 
an afternoon of drag, dancing and disorder, Every 
third Sunday, 2 p.m., $10. 

EI Valenciano: 1153 Valencia, San Francisco. Rincon 
Cuba Descarga (Cuban Dance Party)celebrating 
2018 San Francisco Bay Area Cuban Festival, 


Hip-hop 


ASAP ROCKY 


8 p.m., Saturday, 
Feb. 2, at Bill 
Graham Civic 
Center. $49.50; 
billgrahamcivic.com 


Since the release of his 
influential 2011 debut 
mixtape, Live.Love. 
A$AP., A$AP Rocky has 
become one of the most 
dominant figures 
within hip-hop, with 
two Grammy nomina- 
tions and platinum sin- 
gles like “F**kin’ 
Problems” and “L$D.” 
The New York rapper, 
born Rakim Mayers, be- 
gan at the age of 9, in- 
fluenced by fellow 
Harlem rappers The 
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Diplomats, as well as Wu-Tang Clan and Mobb Deep. After joining Harlem 
hip-hop collective A$AP Mob, Rocky began making waves on the internet 
through leaked singles “Peso” and “Trilla.” Both of them found their way onto 
Live.Love.A$AP, which garnered widespread critical acclaim for its hazy and 
laid-back atmosphere. Rocky’s long awaited debut studio album Long. Live. 
A$AP was released in 2013, which established Rocky as one of the leading tas- 
temakers in hip-hop, going platinum in the process. Last year, Rocky released 
his third album, Testing, an ambitiously experimental effort that hears him 
expand beyond his creative comfort zone with some exciting appearances 
from Frank Ocean and FKA Twigs. Tim Casagrande 


Join us in celebrating the 2018 San Francisco 
Bay Area Cuban Festival. Special Sunday Party 
on October 2ist from 6-1lpm at El Valenciano 
(1153 Valencia, San Francisco). Come to enjoy 
our music, food and cultural heritage., This 
Sunday, live music by Son Chévere (Son group) 
and Sentimiento y Manana (Changi group)., 
Sundays, 5-11 p.m. Continues through Dec. 29, 
$10, sanfranciscobacubanfestival@gmail.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘“‘Boom- 
Box,” first Sunday of every month, 8 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ DJs 
Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Holy Sun- 
days, Day and night club party, Sundays, 3-9 p.m. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Jock,” 
Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce,” 10 p.m. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. ‘’Spill the 
Wine,” w/ DJs Vinnie Esparza, Guillermo, and 
Slopoke, first Sunday of every month, 5 p.m., free. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Time 
Machine,” w/ DJ Rotten Robbie, first Sunday of 
every month, 6 p.m., $5 after 7 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco. “Select 
Sundays,” w/ DJs Lando & Natural, 10 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Swagger Like 
Us,” w/ resident DJs davO & boy_friend, first 
Sunday of every month, 2 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Hot 
Baked Goods, first and third Sunday of every 
month, 6 p.m., free; Kally Price Old Blues & Jazz 
Band, first Sunday of every month, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘Brazil 
& Beyond,” 7 p.m., free. 

Brenda's French Soul Food: 652 Polk, San Fran- 
cisco. Gaucho, Sundays, 5-8 p.m., Free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Tradi- 





tional Irish Session, Sundays, 6 p.m.; Mondays, 
8 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m.., free. 
Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 

Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
Seisiun, 9 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. The 
Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, Danny 

Castro, and Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 
Preservation Hall Jazz Band, More than anyone 
else, Preservation Hall Jazz Band is a true New 
Orleans institution that defines the tradition of 
Crescent City music. It’s been over a decade 
since Hurricane Katrina ravaged New Orleans, 
and Crescent City culture has slowly regained its 
footing. Fortunately, the Preservation Hall Jazz 
Band has been a rock upon which New Orleans is 
building itself anew., Sun., Feb. 3, 7 & 9:30 p.m.; 
Mon.., Feb. 4, 11.a.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco. The Flamenco Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


CLASSICAL 


Old First Presbyterian Church: 1751 Sacramento, 
San Francisco. Ensemble San Francisco, Hear the 
ensemble SFCV calls a “hip, unstuffy, and mal- 
leable group of high-quality chamber musicians 
who are dedicated to fresh programming’'in a 
performance of works by Fauré, Jose Gonzalez 
Granero, and Sheridan Seyfried., 4 p.m., $25, 
aimeedp@oldfirstconcerts.org. 
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by Dan Savage 


I'm a 21-year-old woman, and I have an IUD. I’ve 
had sex with quite a few men, and one thing seems 
to be almost constant among them: trying to fuck 
without condoms. Many of the men I’ve been with 
seem to be perfectly fine and terribly eager to have sex 
without condoms. This has always angered me. They 
generally assume or make sure I'm on birth control, 
which they immediately take to mean condom-free sex 
is welcome. I don’t want to have sex without condoms 
without being in a committed relationship. I know 
people cheat and monogamy doesn’t mean STIs won't 
happen, but it’s a risk I'm comfortable with. I'm so 
annoyed by how often men try to get out of using con- 
doms (it’s often persistent, even with people I’ve been 
seeing a while) that I want to start lying and say I'm 
not on birth control. The risk of a baby seems to be the 
only STI most men are concerned with. Is it all right 
for me to lie and say I'm not on any birth control and 
explain why I lied later on if things get serious? 

I’m Understandably Distressed 


Let’s get this out of the way first: You're right, 
IUD, sexually transmitted infections (STI) do hap- 
pen to people in monogamous relationships. People 
cheat, people lie, people contract, people transmit. 
A 2015 study found that people in consensually 
nonmonogamous (CNM) relationships were no 
more likely to contract an STI than people in mo- 
nogamous relationships. The reason? If a person 
in a monogamous relationship screws around and 
doesn’t use a condom, they can’t ask their partner 
to start using condoms again without drawing 
attention to their infidelity. If someone in a CNM 
relationship asks their primary partner to start 
using condoms again—because a condom broke or 
fell off or didn’t wind up on a cock for some other 
reason—they re drawing attention to their fidelity. 
Moving on... 

Right again, IUD: Babies do seem to be the 
only STI many men are worried about. Australian 
researchers conducted a large study about stealth- 
ing—the deeply shitty, rape-adjacent practice of 
surreptitiously removing the condom during inter- 
course—and they were shocked to discover how 
common this deeply shitty practice seems to be. 

“The researchers estimated in advance that ap- 
proximately 2% of the sample would report having 
been stealthed,” sex researcher Justin Lehmiller 
wrote in a blog post looking at the results of the 
study. “In fact, 32% of the women and 19% of the 
men surveyed reported having experienced stealth- 
ing... A majority of both groups reported discussing 
the event with their partner afterward, and most 
also reported feeling emotionally stressed about it. 
A majority also considered stealthing to be a form 
of sexual assault. These results suggest that stealth- 
ing is not a rare occurrence and we would do well to 
study it further.” 

The researchers didn’t ask heterosexual men 
about being stealthed and, as Lehmiller points out, 
there are some scattered reports out there about 
women poking holes in condoms before sex or 
retrieving them after sex. We don’t need a study to 
tease out the motives of these women—they want 
to have a child and don’t care whether their part- 
ners do (and that is not okay)—but we could use a 
study that asked heterosexual men about their mo- 
tives for stealthing. One question we should put to 
these assholes: Are they more likely to “go stealth,” 
i.e., to sexually assault a woman, if they know her 
to be on some other form of birth control? Or are 
they just so wrapped up in their own momentary 
sexual pleasure that they don’t give a shit about 
babies or any of the other STIs? 

Moving on to your actual question... 

Can you lie? Of course you can. Should 
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you lie? 

In the case of a casual sex partner who might 
not have your best interests at heart, i.e., some 
total rando you want to fuck but aren’t sure you 
can trust, I think you can lie and should lie. This lie 
doesn't do him any harm; it’s not like you're telling 
him you're on birth control when you're not. And 
if telling this lie inspires some rando to be more 
careful about keeping the condom on (sometimes 
condoms fall off by accident), then it’s a lie that 
made the sex safer for you and for him. 

And if you get serious about someone you ini- 
tially lied to about having an [UD—if some dude 
makes the transition from hot rando to hot boy- 
friend—and he reacts badly when you tell him the 
truth, just say (or text) this to him: “T could have 
waited to fuck you until I was sure you were a good 
guy. But then you would have missed out on all the 
awesome sex we've had up to now. Would that have 
been better? And by coming clean now, I’m basical- 
ly saying that I think you're a good guy that I can 
trust. I know that now, but I didn’t always know it 
because I’m not psychic. Now, do you want to raw- 
dog me or do you want to complain?” 


My girlfriend opposes sex work because she believes 
it oppresses women. Early in our relationship, she de- 
manded to know if I had ever paid for sex because she 
couldn't be with me if I had. And I told her the truth: 
“No, never.” She didn’t ask if Id ever been paid for sex. 
(One guy, he blew me, no women were oppressed be- 
cause no women were involved, it happened twice.) Do 
I need to tell her? 

Two-Time Gay For Pay 

Nope. 


My partner is too embarrassed to raise this question 
with his doctor: Is it safe for me to drink my partner's 
urine? He’s HIV-positive, but his viral load is undetect- 
able. I know that other STIs could potentially be passed 
on to the watersports receiver through urine. My 
partner has been tested for everything and has no other 
STIs. He is worried that his urine could contain enough 
of his antiretroviral drugs (Tivicay and Descovy) to do 
me harm. He is particularly worried that I might suffer 
from the side effects of those drugs. Iam not currently 
on any medications. I believe that his fear stems from 
when he was on chemo drugs for something else. Nurs- 
es treating him then advised me not to use his hospital 
bathroom so that I would not possibly be exposed to any 
chemo-drug residue. I know that you're not a doctor— 
but could you ask a doctor for us? 

Ingesting Medicines 


“This one is easy,” said Dr. Peter Shalit, a phy- 
sician who has been treating people with HIV/ 
AIDS for 30 years. “Tivicay and Descovy are very 
benign medicines with very little potential toxicity 
in standard doses. If one were to drink the urine of 
someone taking these medicines, there would be 
essentially no Tivicay, as this medicine is excreted 
by the liver, not the kidneys. The remnants of the 
drug are excreted in the feces, so to get significant 
exposure to secondhand Tivicay, you'd have to eat... 
well, never mind.” 

As for Descovy—that’s actually two medicines in 
one. First, the bad news: Emtricitabine and tenofo- 
vir alafenamide, the meds in Descovy, are excreted 
in the urine. And the good news: “The amount of 
Descovy that would be in one liter of urine is much 
less than a single pill’s worth,” said Dr. Shalit, who 
is also a member of the American Academy of HIV 
Medicine. “Since these medicines are intrinsically 
very safe to begin with, in my opinion the health risk 
from exposure to the small amounts that may be 
found in urine is negligible. Don’t worry about it.” 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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Versatile Latina 
Escort Service 
36’yo, 5”7, 38DD, 

8” functional 

oakland, lake merrit 
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BEAUTIFUL STAFF 
COZY ENVIRONMENT 
WALK-INS WELCOME 


706 SACRAMENTO ST. 
AT KEARNY - SF, CA 94108 
415.872.9596 
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Grand Opening 
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The Best Massage in town! 
Pretty Masseusses 


Swedish Massage 
$50/Hour 

Deep Tissue Massage 
$60/Hour ($40/30 Min) 
Full Body Scrub 

$35 


New Oasis Day Spa 
2501 Clement S 
San Francisco CA 94121 
415-668-6299 
www.newoasisdayspa.com 
7 days a week 10 am-9 pm 
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Massage in , 
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Beautiful Young Staff \\ 
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Ys SWEET & 


PETITE 
Call Debbie 
at 650-630-3815 


TEE 
** FREE Partyline 24/7** 
*Free 1on1 8-9PM daily* 
415-691-3100, 925-953-1001 
or WebPHONE on LiveMatch.com 





CANDY Huce Booss, 
small waist, Afro-Latino. 
Outcall massage only 
510-322-2859 
REAL ESTATE WANTED 
WANTS TO purchase 
minerals and other oil & 
gas interests. Send details 
to P.O. Box 13557, Denver, 
CO 80201 








HANDYMAN 

Specialist in Home Repairs 
(Plumbing, Elec, Roof, Dry 
Wall, Flrs, 

Tile, etc.) No Lic. 

Manny 415-850-9326 


> §) 


BUILDER ING. 


¢ Additions » Remodeling 
¢ Framing * Foundations 
¢ Decks « Fences « Dry Rot 


650.922.4786 
415.517.4367 


lic # 997180 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0384857-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Toby’s Plate, 2848 
Sacramento St., San 
Francisco, CA 94115, County 
of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 
Toby Eyre, 2848 Sacramento 








CONSTRUCTION 


Remodel & Repair Kitchen, 
Bath, Painting 

Stucco, Siding, Windows 
Seismic, Foundation 

Lic #582766 

Call Mike 415-279-1266 


CONSTRUCTION 


MARK LIU 
CONSTRUCTION CO 


General Building Contractor 
Kitchen * Bath * Additions 
Decks # Stairs ¢ Siding 
Plastering » Painting 
Plumbing * Electrical & More 


18 Years Experience 
Reliable 
Affordable 
English & Chinese 
Free Estimates 


19.730-1816 


Lic #861780 Insured/Bonded 


Advertise in 
SF WEEKLY Classifieds. 
Call: 415-359-2600 
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St., San Francisco, CA 94115 
The business is conducted by: 
an individual 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
1/18/19. 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
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correct. (A_ registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1 ,000).) 
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ite Countertops 

inher & Bath Floors 
Bathtub Enclosures 

Shower Stalls » Countertops 


-124-5741] 
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HAULING 





HAULING & CLEANING 
Yard, garage, basement, 
trash, moving, handyman. 
Call George 
415-756-8436 














NDEPENDENT 
HAULERS 

$40 & UP HAUL 

Since 1988, Lic/Insured 
Free Estimates 

A+ BBB Rating 

(650) 341-7482 

















HAULING 24/7 
Remove carpet, appliances, 
sofas, 


concrete. Large Truck. 
BILL 415-441-1054 








ROOFING 








HERNANDEZ ROOFING 
New & Re-roof, repairs. 
Free Estimate 

Lic # 860945 

CALL 415-640-7536 
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ROOFING 


Far 
») 

ROOFING INC. 
COMMERICAL « RESIDENTIAL 
ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
SHEET METAL WORK 
SKYLIGHTS 
Best Price ¢ Best Work 
Best Service 
Sr. Disc ¢ Free Est® Lic#937035 


650-589-2775 
650-343-6671 








DOMINGUEZ 
ROOFING 


Residential 
Commerical 
New Roofing 
Re-Roofing 


FREE ESTIMATE 


415-583-0528 








PAINTING 








8.0.5, PAINTING 


¢ Wallpaper Installation 
and Removal 
¢ Int. /Ext. Painting 


¢ Free Estimate 
¢Senior Discount . 


415.269.0446 
650-738-9295 


Www. sospainting.com 


-#526818 


Lic 
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S/ Toby Eyre 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County 
Clerk on January 18, 2019. 
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
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PAINTING 
FERDINAND PAINTING 


INTERIOR/EXTERIOR, 
QUALITY WORK, FREE EST, 
INSURED. 


LIC # 190550 415-468-0914 


PAINTING 
FENCES DECKS & 


ALTERATION/ 
FENCES/STAIRS 


DECKS 


HOUSEHOLD REPAIR 


NO JOB 100 SMALL 
415.717.0000 





CEMENT 


DOC CEMENT, Patio- 
Sidewalks-Driveways 


Fences-Bricks/Blocks. 10% 
Senior Disc. Over 30 years 
experience. 415-756-3975 


HELP WANTED 


San Francisco Media Co. 


is looking for motivated, 
energetic and outgoing 
individuals to join our Street 
Team/Promotions program. 
This is a part-time, paid, entry 
level position 

As a Street Team/Promo 
Representative, you will learn 
from other members who will 
act as San Francisco Examiner, 
SF Weekly and other brand 
ambassadors at on-site 
promotions. On-site tasks you 
will learn include: assistin 
with events, set-up/tear-down 
of equipment, distributing 
promotional material, 
product sampling, interface 
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ART & CULTURE 
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in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
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with clients, readers and the 
general public. Duties within 
the Promotions Department 
will include, but are not 
limited to, assisting with 
event preparation (packing 
event materials and loading 
car), and other general office 
duties as needed. 

The ideal candidate will be a 
team player who possesses 
excellent social skills, 
communications skills, and 
is outgoing, responsible, and 
capable of multitasking. 
Street Team/Promo members 
must demonstrate a positive 
attitude, be reliable, cheerful 
and cooperative 

at all times in order to 
maintain a productive work 
environment. 


Great media and marketing 
experience! 

Other requirements: 

- Must be 21 or older 

- Must maintain a flexible 
schedule and be available; 
on-call as needed weekdays/ 
evenings/weekends 


- Maintain a professional 
appearance 

To apply, please email your 
resume with a cover letter: 
coordinators@sfmediaco.com 


American Eagle Outfitters, 
Inc.'s San Francisco, CA, 
office seeks Senior iOS 
Developer to find technical 
solutions to design 
challenges, work on mobile 
devices & get the UX 

right, & provide hands-on 
technical leadership to a 
team building applications 
for iOS devices. Send CV 
w/cover letter, references, 

& salary requirements to: 
American Eagle Outfitters, 
Inc., Attn: Sarah Lauterbach, 
Re: Sr. iOS Developer, 77 Hot 
Metal Street, Pittsburgh, PA 
15203. 





Public Notices 





Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
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Chief Business Dev. 
Officer (Wallarm, Inc - S. San 
Francisco, CA) Implement bus. 
dev. goals for B2B cybersec 
prod’s provider. Mng. sales 
teams, research mrkts. MS in 
Mktng or Mngmt + 2 yrs. exp 
w/cybersec. prod’s req. 35 hrs/ 
wk. Emai 

res. jobs@wallarm.com. 


Advertise in 
SF WEEKLY Classifieds. 
Call: 415-359-2600 


BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Buy Domain Name That Holds 
Codes To Life “60pen.org.’ 

Buy Now for $1 million or 
best offer. 

Call 323.574.5387. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY! FAST FREE 
PICKUP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 
Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduction 866- 
642-3022 


MEDICAL SERVICES 


ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS: 
Generic 100 mg blue pills or 
Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Guaranteed, no prescription 
necessary. Call 855-371-4613 
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. The All-New Inogen 
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 
855-757-3454 


COMPUTER SERVICES 


COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! 
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Professions Code). 
1/31, 2/7, 2/14, 2/21/19 
CNS-3215774# 
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NIGHT LIFE EVENTS 


Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE, In- 
home repair/On-line solutions 
.$20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 866- 
654-1557 
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